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JELLISON & ROBENS, PLLC 
18801 North Thompson Peak Parkway 
Suite D235 
Scottsdale, AZ 85255 
Telephone: (480) 659-4244, ext. 2 
Facsimile: (480) 659-4255 
E-mail: jim@jrlawaz.com 
JAMES M. JELLISON, ESQ.  #012763 
E-mail : mark@jrlawaz.com 
MARK J. ROBENS, ESQ., #007213 
E-mail: rodney@jrlawaz.com  
RODNEY F.W. STATES, ESQ., #032444 
Attorneys for Defendants City of Coolidge and City of Coolidge Fire Department 
 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF ARIZONA 
 

David Gustafson, individually and as 
personal representative of Nicole Gustafson 
(deceased), and Mel Linda Helmick, 
homeowner, 
 
   Plaintiffs, 
 
vs. 
 
Town of Coolidge, a municipal corporation, 
City of Coolidge Fire Department and/or 
Fire District, and John Does and Jane Does 
I—V, Black and White Partnerships I—V, 
and Black and White Corporations I—V, 
 
   Defendants. 
 

 Case No.:   
 

NOTICE OF REMOVAL OF ACTION 
FROM STATE COURT 
 

 
 

 
To the Clerk of the above-entitled Court: 
 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§1331, 1343, 1441 and 1446 and 

U.S. District Court Local Rule 3.6, Defendants City of Coolidge and City of Coolidge Fire 

Department (“Defendants”) hereby notice the removal of the above-captioned case from the 

Case 2:23-cv-01665-DJH   Document 1   Filed 08/15/23   Page 1 of 3

mailto:jim@jrlawaz.com
mailto:mark@jrlawaz.com
mailto:rodney@jrlawaz.com


 

 2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 
 

Arizona Superior Court, County of Pinal to this Court and in support thereof respectfully show:  

Plaintiffs filed their Complaint in the state court action on or about June 6, 2023.  The City 

of Coolidge and the City of Coolidge Fire Department were properly served on July 14, 2023. A 

copy of the State Court Record is attached hereto as Exhibit “A”. 

1. This Notice of Removal is being filed within thirty days after service of the 

Complaint, which asserts federal claims in the underlying state court action and is timely filed 

under 28 U.S.C. §1446(b). 

2. These Defendants have not answered or otherwise responded to the Complaint.   

3. Plaintiffs have been contacted to discuss the status of this case and do not consent 

to this removal.   

4. Upon information and belief, Plaintiffs are residents of the State of Arizona. 

5. A copy of this Notice has been filed with the Clerk of the Superior Court in and for 

Pinal County. 

6. This is a civil action in which Plaintiffs allege constitutional causes of action 

pursuant to 42 U.S.C. §1983, and also alleged, pendent state law causes of action.  

WHEREFORE, Defendants request the above-entitled action now pending in the Superior 

Court of the State of Arizona, in and for the County of Pinal, be removed to this Court and that all 

further proceedings in this action be conducted in this Court as provided by law, and as a Phoenix 

Precinct matter pursuant to LRCiv. 77.1. 

 
DATED this 14th day of August, 2023. 

 
 

JELLISON & ROBENS, PLLC 

By: /s/ James M. Jellisons  
James M. Jellison, Esq. 
Mark J. Robens, Esq.  
Rodney F.W. States, Esq. 
Attorneys for Defendants City of Coolidge and City 
of Coolidge Fire Department 
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CERTIFICATE OF FILING AND SERVICE 

 I hereby certify that on August 14, 2023, I electronically transmitted the attached 
document to the Clerk’s office TurboCourt for filing, with U.S. mail service to the following: 
 
David Gustafson and Mel Linda Helmick 
9585 N. Signal Peak Rd. 
Coolidge, AZ 85128 
P: (520) 723-3791 
E: 9585Dag@gmail.com   
E: 9585msh@gmail.com 
Plaintiffs Pro Per 
 

/s/Valerie Hall  
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EXHIBIT A 
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I .. J-~ . . 
.: 

" ... 

. •, . 

FILED 
REBECCA '·PADILLA 

CLERK OF SUPERIOR COURT ,r,, 

2023 JUN -6 PM f-t: 08 

DAVID GUSTAFSON and Mel Linda Helmick- Pm ~~r _ __,...ffe.1G--,.-__ _ 
DEPUTY 

9585 North Signal Peak Road 

Coolidge Az 85128 

Telephone - 520-723-3791 

Email. 9585Dag@gmail.com 

IN TIIE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 

. IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF PINAL 
DAVID GUSTAFSON, individually and as 
personal representative of NICOLE 1---------()-:-:-[ '---.=-: nc.=----, 
GUSTAFSON, Deceased and Mel Linda Case No CV2023- f c,l<.,) 

Helmick, homeowner 

Plaintiffs 

vs. 

TOWN OF COOLIDGE, a municipal 
corporation, CITY OF COOLIDGE FIRE 
DEPARTMENT AND OR FIRE DISTRICT, 
AND JOHN DOES and JANE DOES I-V; 
BLACK & WIIlTE PARTNERSHIPS I-V•, 
BLACK & WHITE CORPORATIONS I-V, 

Defendants. 

COMPLAINT 

JOSEPH R. GEORGINI 

COMES NOW the Plaintiff, pro per and, hereby states and alleges as follows: 

1. Venue is proper in the PINAL County Superior Court. This lawsuit seeks 

damages which exceed the minimum jurisdictional requirements of the Pinal County 

Superior Court. 
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•• 

2. Defendants and/or their officers, employees, agents and contractors caused an 

event(s) to occur within the County of Pinal, State of Arizona, out of which this Rule 

Discovery Tier: Pursuant to Arizona Rules of Civil Procedure, amount of action arises, 

Discovery Tier: Pursuant to Arizona Rules of Civil Procedure, amount of action damages 

requested. Tier 1 - Actions claiming $50,000.00 or less in damages. Tier 2 -Actions 

claiming more than $50,000.00 and less than $300,000.00, in damages, or actions claiming 

non-monetary relief. Tier 3 Actions claiming $300,000.00 or more in damages. • This case 

has more than $300,000 in damages and should be designed as_ a Tier 3. 

3. Plaintiff - David Gustafson is the Father of Nicole Gustafson who died on 

June 12, 2022. 

4. The town or city of Coolidge, Arizona is believed to be a municipal corporation based 

in the State of Arizona, doing business, and entering contracts in Pinal County. 

5. The Coolidge Fire Department or District are believed to be fire departments and or 

municipal corporations contracted to provide fire protection in the Coolidge, Arizona 

and the Coolidge area. 

6. The Coolidge Fire Department or District is believed to be a fire 

department and or municipal corporations contracted to provide fire protection in the 

Coolidge, Arizona area. 

2 



Case 2:23-cv-01665-DJH   Document 1-1   Filed 08/15/23   Page 4 of 75

,I 

7. The true names, capacities, and/or relationships, whether individual, corporate, 

partnership, or otherwise, of JOHN DOES I through V and JANE DOES I through V, 

their respective wives, inclusive, and each of them, and BLACK PARTNERSHIPS I 

through V and WHITE CORPORATIONS I through V, are and were unknown to the 

plaintiff at the time of the filing of this Complaint and plaintiff, therefore, sues said 

defendants, and each of them, by said fictitious names and will ask leave of Court to 

amend this Complaint to show the true names, capacities, and/or relationships when the 

same have been ascertained and, therefore, allege that all of said fictitiously-named 

defendants were either joint tort feasors and/or jointly and severally legally responsible 

in some manner for the events and happenings therein and proximately caused the 

injuries and damages to plaintiff as hereinafter set forth. 

8. The Plaintiff is informed, believes and thereupon alleges that the Defendants 

designated herein as DOES 1 through X and/or ABC CORPORATIONS, 

PARTNERSHIPS, 1-X and/or SOLE PROPRIETORSHIPS 1-X and or JOINT 

VENTURES 1-x, inclusive, are anyone of the following: 

A. Parties responsible in some manner for the events and happening herein 

referred to that caused damages proximately thereby to the Plaintiff as herein 

alleged. 

3 
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/ 
B. Parties that are the agents, servants, employees and/or contractors of the 

Defendants, each of them acting within the course and scope of their agency, employment 

or contract. 

4 
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C. Parties that own, lease, manage, operate, secure, inspect, repair, maintain and/or 

are responsible for the Defendants referred to hereinafter; or 

D. Parties that have assumed or retained the liabilities of any of the Defendants by 

virtue of agreement, sale, transfer or otherwise. 

I. CLAIM NUMBER ONE - CONTRACT 

9. Plaintiff realleges the allegations in paragraphs I to 8 as if fully set forth herein. 

10. David Gustafson INDIVIDUALLY AND IS THE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE 

IN THIS WRONGFUL DEATH ACTION. Regarding Nicole Erin Gustafson, decedent 

and Mel Linda Helmick, homeowner. 

11. The City of Coolidge on behalf of the Coolidge Fire Department (hereinafter "CFD") · 

and their firefighters/first responders (hereinafter "CFD firefighters"), agents, employees, or 

assigns had contracted to provide fire protection to the Nicole Gustafson and Mel Linda 

Helmick on or before the fire at 701 West Douglas Ave., Coolidge Az 85128 on 6/12/2022. 

12. The City of Coolidge on behalf of the Coolidge Fire Department (hereinafter "CFD") 

and their firefighters/first responders (hereinafter "CFD firefighters"), agents, employees, or 

assigns had contracted to provide fire protection to the Nicole Gustafson and Mel Linda 

Helmick on or before 6/12/2022 and failed to do so in a reasonable manner resulting in the 

death of Nicole Gustafson and the destruction of the home owned by Mel Linda Helmick. 

6 
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13. These personal injury claims are made on behalf of David Gustafson, Paityn Renee 

Kinne, Alexis Nicole Salazar, Daniel Jason Widen as natural father of Chloe Widen, minor 

beneficiaries to Nicole Erin Gustafson, decedent and Mel Linda Helmick, homeowner 

(hereinafter "Claimants''). 

... 14. These claims arise from the serious physical, mental injuries and property damage 

inflicted upon claimants as a result of the City of Coolidge, CFO, and their firefighters/first 

responders, agents, employees, or assigns intentional acts, breach of contracts and their 

acts of negligence, and their willful and wanton conduct, including but not limited to, 

failure to implement policies and procedures, failure to train or failure to supervise its 

employees regarding the adequate emergency response times before, during and after 

business hours including but not limited to what constitutes reasonableness emergency 

response times, to implement mandatory training; and more specifically, failure to train or 

inadequately train firefighters and/ or volunteers regarding encounters with persons of an 

emergency house fire and/or house fires before, during and after business hours, including 

but not limited to the appropriate use of fire equipment, proper emergency personnel to 

respond to emergency situations, adequate responses to pager notifications, staffing, crew 

size or otherwise, proper procedures for rapid response( s) and interactions with persons and 

properties engulfed in fire with persons inside, failure to adhere to proper fire department 

procedures and protocol, dereliction of duties, and violations committed by the City of 

Coolidge on behalf of the CFO their agents, employees, or assigns. In addition The conduct 

7 
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of other CFD employees, first responders, volunteers, deputies, officers, agents, or others 

acting with the authority and/or at the direction of the CFD in breach of contracts written 

and implied also have contributed to the severe injuries and emotional distress and property 

damage suffered by the Claimants and when their identities become known, these claims 

may be supplemented to include them but not change the amount claimed as set forth 

herein. This claim is being made against those individuals in their official and individual 

capacities under theories of direct and vicarious liability. 

15 .. Claimant, David Gustafson, father of Nicole Erin Gustafson, Deceased, individually 

and on behalf of all Statutory Beneficiaries, Paityn Renee Kinne, Alexis Nicole Salazar, and 

Chloe Widen, the natural daughters of Nicole Erin Gustafson (hereinafter the "Statutory 

Beneficiaries"), assert a Wrongful Death Action against City of Coolidge and/or the CFD 

and/or their agents, employees and assigns. 

16. David Gustafson, father of Nicole Erin Gustafson, Deceased, individually and on 

behalf of all Statutory Beneficiaries, Paityn Renee Kinne, Alexis Nicole Salazar, and Chloe 

Widen the natural daughters of Nicole Erin Gustafson assert that City of Coolidge and/or 

the CFD and/or their agents, employees and assigns were negligent and that their breach of 

duty was a direct and proximate cause of the death of Nicole Erin Gustafson. The 

subsequent death of Nicole Erin Gustafson was caused by the actions and/or omissions of 

the City of Coolidge and/or the CFO and their agents, employees and assigns. 

8 
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17. Claimant Mel Linda Helmick, homeowner of 701 West Douglas Avenue Coolidge, 

Arizona 85128 individually further asserts a property damage claim against City of 

Coolidge and/or the CFD and/or their agents, employees and assigns. 

. 18. Mel Linda Helmick, homeowner of 701 West Douglas Avenue Coolidge, Arizona 

85128 assert that City of Coolidge and/or the CFD and/or their agents, employees and 

assigns were negligent and that their breach ~f duty was a direct and proximate cause of the 

property damage sustained. The subsequent total damage to her residence was caused by 

the actions and/or omissions of the City of Coolidge and/or the CFO and their agents, 

employees and assigns. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for the following relief: 

19. That the Court find thafDefendants breached the contracts as described and such 

breaches proximately caused Plaintiffs General damages in an amount to be determined at 

the time of trial but not less than 1 million dollars; 

20. For special damages in the sum of approximately $500,000.00, and other special 

damages to be proven and established at time of trial; 

21. Pre-judgment interest at the statutory rate from September 19, 2019, until the date 

judgment is entered For costs, interest and attorney's fees allowed under Arizona law; 

22. For any and all other damages or amounts deemed reasonable and appropriate by 

the Court. 

9 
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II. NEGLIGENCE 

23. Plaintiff on behalf of the Claimants claim that the entities named above were negligent 

and that their breach of duty was a direct and proximate cause of the injuries and damages 

sustained by Claimants and the wrongful death of Nicole Erin Gustafson. The injuries and 

damages suffered by Claimants, as well as their related medical expenses, if applicable, loss 

of consortium, loss of love and affection, and property damage Claimants, were caused in 

whole or in part by the actions and/or omissions of the City of Coolidge and/or CFD and 

their agents, employees and assigns involved in the delayed response to house fire located 

at 701 West Douglas Avenue Coolidge, Arizona 85128, and lack thereof which caused the 

death of decedent thereby causing severe injuries and damages to Claimants on June 12, 

2022. 

24. Defendants and each of them were acting within the course and scope of their 

employment or under the direction and control of The City of Coolidge and/or CFD such 

that legal liability is imputed to the City of Coolidge and/or CFD, and each of them, under 

the doctrine ofRespondeat Superior and agency principles for the acts and/or omissions of 

The City of Coolidge and/or CFD. 

25. The City of Coolidge and/or the CFD and their agents, employees or assigns failed to 

utilize reasonable care and conduct in responding to an emergency house fire. The City of 

Coolidge and/or the CPD and their agents, employees or assigns failed to follow proper 



Case 2:23-cv-01665-DJH   Document 1-1   Filed 08/15/23   Page 11 of 75

protocol and procedures when responding to an emergency house fire which resulted in the 

death of Nicole Erin Gustafson, decedent and severe property damage. 

26. The City of Coolidge and/or the CFD and their agents, employees or assigns were not 

properly trained or failed to follow proper training in their attempt to respond in a timely 

matter after business hours thereby leading to the death of Ms. Gustafson and significant 

property damage. The City of Coolidge and/or the CFD and their agents, employees or 

assigns failed to take reasonable actions in the time, place, and manner they responded to 

the house fire of Nicole Erin Gustafson, decedent which led directly to the erratic, 

panicked, aggressive response that caused the otherwise avoidable injuries to Claimants, 

property damage and Nicole Erin Gustafson's unfortunate death. 

27. Plaintiff on behalf of the Claimants assert claims for personal injuries and damages 

based on the negligence of The City of Coolidge and/or CFD and their agents, employees, 

or assigns. The acts and/or omissions of City of Coolidge and/or CFD and their agents, 

employees or assigns breached their duty of care to Claimants. As a direct and proximate 

result of these acts and/or omissions of City of Coolidge and/or CFD and their agents, 

employees or assigns, Claimants sustained serious and permanent injuries and property 

damage. 

28. The City of Coolidge and/or CFO, and each of them, were independently negligent in 

the hiring, training, retention, and/or supervision of their employees, which was a proximate 

cause of incident. 

11 
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29. Upon information and belief, The City of Coolidge and/or CFO did not follow proper 

protocol and standards in a measured way with regard to the actions of responding to an 

emergency house fire after normal business hours and thus caused the incident injuring the 

Claimants by failing to respond to the fire for over 40 minutes when the home was about 2 

miles from the Coolidge fire station. 

30. Upon information and belief, the actions, and inactions of the City of Coolidge and/or 

CFD lead to the level of gross negligence for which damages including punitive damages 

may be awarded against the Defendants for the injuries to the Claimants. 

31. The CFO General Offense Report proves that The City of Coolidge is responsible for 

the improper response to the emergency house fire which resulted in a death of Ms. 

Gustafson, the significant property damage of which caused significant injuries to the 

Claimants. 

A. SPECIFIC NEGLIGENT ACTS INCLUDE FAILURE TO RESPOND TIMELY 

32. At 3:40 am or earlier on 6/12/2022 the fire in question was reported to the Coolidge 

Police Department. The Coolidge Police Department immediately notified Defendant the 

Coolidge Fire Department. The Coolidge Fire Department claimed it was first notified at 

3:51 a.m. Sunday, June 12, 2022, CFD receiving a call about a residence on'frre at West 

Douglas Avenue and Seventh Street. 

33. After some time, (almost 1 hour) firefighters were able to knock the fire down enough 

to enter the residence, but by then they claimed it was too late to rescue the single occupant 

12 
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of the home who died as a result of the fire. Defendants made no attempt to revive or treat 

Nicole Gustafson. 

34. Coolidge Fire Chief Mark Dillon claimed to Arizona Family-Channel 3 News that it 

took his firefighters seventeen (17) minutes to respond to a house fire that turned deadly. 

35. Fire Chief Dillon said, " Coolidge is a combination department, meaning they only have 

six full-time paid firefighters; the rest are volunteers. Their full-timers work from 8 a.m. to 

8 p.m. That means when the call came in at Gustafson's home, firefighters were at their 

homes and had to come to the station, load up and then go. "It's going to be an extended 

time for them to do that, so each call is going to be completely different," Chief Dillon 

said." It would be further stated that "17 minutes is actually pretty quick. Not quick enough 

for the people having to see the fire but it's not a bad response time." City Manager Rick 

Miller said. Miller said the fire department has doubled in size in the last five years and 

plans to add two full-time firefighters. Miller also said "As the city grows as we are, we're 

receiving more revenue from retail sales tax and property taxes; we should be able to 

continue to grow the fire department," The City of Coolidge had built an new fire station 

9 miles away from the main city of Coolidge in response to new subdivision, instead of 

adequately staffing the Coolidge original fire department. 

36. Prior to June 12, 2022, wrongful death of Nicole Erin Gustafson, CFO knew that it 

did not have adequate policies and procedures applicable to all CFO firefighters handling 

13 
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encounters with citizens in emergency situations including a house fire "after hours", and 

the appropriate response time. 

37. Upon information and belief, CFD has implemented policies and procedures in regard 

to responding to any and all home fires yet has failed to properly train its firefighters in 

regard to the proper emergency response times, adequate responses to pager notifications, 

calls for other services, and/or failed to supervise its employees in regard to handle an 

emergency fire after normal business hours to assure proper emergency response times and 

to avoid possible injuries and/or death. 

38. Upon information and belief, CFD has not implemented training in regard to the 

emergency responses to house fires, emergency response times during and after the hours of 

8:00a.m. - 8:00 p.m. CFD knew or should have known that at times its firefighters could be 

away from the fire department and responding from their residences. CFD has either failed 

to implement policies and procedures, failed to train or failed to supervise its employees 

regarding the adequate emergency response times outside of business hours of what 

constitutes reasonableness emergency response times, to implement mandatory training; 

and more specifically, it either failed to train or inadequately train firefighters and/or 

volunteers regarding encounters with persons of a house fire and/or house fires before and 

after business hours, including but not limited to the appropriate use of fire equipment, 

adequate responses to pager notifications, staffing, crew size or otherwise, proper 

14 
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procedures for rapid response(s) and interactions with persons and properties engulfed in 

fire with persons inside. 

39. Notwithstanding this knowledge, CFD's final policymakers, including its Chief of Fire, 

and therefore also City of Coolidge, made deliberate and conscious decisions to create 

inadequate policies and procedures, if any at all. The policies and customs/practices of the 

City of Coolidge and CFD directly and proximately caused claimants injuries and other 

cKh-,·hi't 2 ~4/4/JJv damages as more fully set forth herein. '7 7
' 

B INADEQUATE ACCOMODATIONS FOR FIREFIGHTERS 

40. City of Coolidge and/or the CFD and their agents, employees or assigns failed to 

provide adequate accommodations at or near the fire station/fire department for emergency 

personnel to allow any and all firefighters and/or volunteers appropriate means to respond 

timely to any and all emergency calls before, during and/or after business hours. 

41. City Manager Rick Miller during a recent public meeting indicated that "the largest 

inhibitor to 24/7 service from the local fire department is due to the lack of overnight 

accommodation such as bunks and resting areas within the two existing fire stations in 

town." "I would love to see full-time fire department," he said, "but that's a question of 

cost."'' The central fire station in the city he said, "it's got a kitchenette and an office and 

the big bay - so there's no bed's, no showers, there's nothing like that. It's not built for full

time fire station." Prior to this incident, Fire Chief Mark Dillon had already begun looking 

into updating the Fire Station to include the above stated. 

15 
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C. NEGLIGENT HIRING, FAILURE TO TRAIN 

42. The City of Coolidge on behalf of the CFO were Grossly negligently, carelessly, and 

reckless in supervising and training their employees to avoid exposing other residents such 

as Claimants to severe physical harm. Defendants failed to render medical care to Nicole 

Gustafson in a timely and reasonable manner. 

43. The City of Coolidge on behalf of the CFO and their agents, employees or assigns were 

not properly trained or failed to follow proper training in their attempt to respond to 

emergency calls after hours, timely respond from their residence rather than the fire 

department, properly communicate to assure proper emergency response times. The City of 

Coolidge on behalf of the CFD and their agents,-employees or assigns failed to take 

reasonable actions in the time, place, and manner they attempted to respond to a house fire 

which led directly to the erratic, panicked, aggressive response time and spreading fire that 

caused the otherwise avoidable injuries to Claimants and the unfortunate death of Nicole 

Erin Gustafson. 

44. At all times relevant to this action, The City of Coolidge and CFO had in effect and are 

responsible for the policies and procedures provided CFO Firefighters in the actions taken 

relating to Claimant's injuries. These policies and/or training deficiencies amounted to 

deliberate indifferences to the general public and claimants herein. 

45. Per City of Coolidge Fire Department's Website - provides that: 

16 
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History - Established 1939 -An I.S.O. Class 4 Department - The CFD provides fire 

protection to 12,800 plus residents covering an area of 70 plus square miles. The 

CFD currently responds from two stations and is a combination paid - part paid 

department. The CFD w_as established in 1939 with the acquisition of a 1940 Ford 

Seagraves Pumper which was housed in Station 1 built in 1941. The original station 

is now the home of the Coolidge Chamber of Commerce. 

46. CERT Training - CERT is a positive and realistic approach to emergency and disaster 

situations where citizens may initially be on their own and their actions can make a 

difference. While people will respond to others in·need without the training, one goal of the 

CERT program is to help them do so effectively and efficiently without placing themselves 

in unnecessary danger. In the CERT training, citizens learn to: manage utilities and put out 

small fires, treat the three medical killers by opening airways, controlling bleeding, and 

treating for shock, provide basic medical aid, search for and rescue victims safely, organize 

themselves and spontaneous volunteers to be effective, and collect disaster intelligence to 

support first responder efforts. 

47. The Defendants website provided: 

Volunteer Firefighter Opportunity - The Fire Department is accepting applications 

for Volunteer Firefighters. This position would be under general supervision of a 

Fire Captain and support the effective and efficient duties of the Fire Department. 

48. The CPD failed to have the following: 

17 
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a. Availability - The City of Coolidge and CFD failed to have appropriate resources ready 

and available to respond to incidents after the hours of 8:00 p.m., like the incident herein. 

b. Capability-The City of Coolidge and CFD did not have the abilities and/or available 

resources to manage this incident. 

c. Operational Effectiveness - The City of Coolidge and CPD failed to have adequate 

availability and capability to respond to an incident like the one stated herein. The response 

time herein was dangerous, resulting in Ms. Gustafson's death. The City of Coolidge and 

CFD knew or should have known that the City of Coolidge's rapid grown would require an 

increase in first re~ponder and fire resources to handle increase in emergencies. 

D. Staffing/Crew Size - The City of Coolidge and CPD failed to have adequate staffing 

and/or appropriate crew size in order to appropriately respond to this incident. The City of 

Coolidge and CFD knew or should have known that the City of Coolidge required 

additional firefighters, fire departments and/or fire stations. In this incident, the City of 

Coolidge and CFD took too long to respond to the emergency and sent to few people to 

respond to said emergency. The CPD Chief has been aware in excess o~ at least a year prior 

to this incident the dire need to have additional staffing as well as appropriate 

accommodations for his employees. 

49. It was the duty pursuant to contract and the ~ssumption of fire fighting duties of CPD 

Firefighters to exercise reasonable care in their interactions with any and all local fires and 

local residence. 
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50. CFD Firefighters breached that duty and were ordinarily and grossly negligent when 

with a conscious indifference towards public safety, failed to have proper policies and 

procedures, failed to control the incident, failed to have appropriate availability, failed to 

have appropriate capability, failed to have appropriate operational effectiveness, failed to 

have appropriate staffing and/or crew size and/or failed to have appropriate emergency 

response times to an emergency, thereby proximately causing or inciting the death of Nicole 

Erin Gustafson on 6/12/2022. 

51. The City of Coolidge's, on behalf of the CFD and their agents, employees or assigns, 

negligence created an unreasonable risk of bodily harm to decedent. The City of Coolidge's, 

on behalf of the CFD and their agents, employees or assigns, negligence created an 

unreasonable risk of bodily harm to decedent and was a cause of bodily harm and death to 

decedent. Claimants' direct observation of the event and trauma resulting in the death of 

Nicole Erin Gustafson caused Claimants to suffer severe emotional distress. The emotional 

distress suffered by Claimants has resulted in past and ongoing physical injury or illness. 

52. Plaintiff on behalf of the Claimant assert that Due to Claimants' close personal 

relationship with Decedent, The City of Coolidge's, on behalf of the CFD and their agents, 

employees or assigns, negligence has caused, Plaintiffs and Claimants physical injury and 

emotional distress which is greater than 1 million dollars. 
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WHEREFORE,_Plaintiff prays for the following relief: 

A. That the Court fin_d that Defendants had duties pursuant to the contracts as described, 

the undertaking of firefighting responsibilities and the actual attempts at firefighting the 

fire on 6/12/2022 and such breaches of duty proximately caused Plaintiffs General 

damages in an amount to be determined at the time of trial but not less than 1 million 

dollars as described hereafter; 

B. For special damages in the sum of approximately $500,000.00, and other special 

damages to be proven and established at time of trial; 

C. Pre-judgment interest at the statutory rate from 6/12/2022, until the date 

judgment is entered for costs, interest and attorney's fees allowed under Arizona law; 

D. For any and all other damages or amounts deemed reasonable and appropriate by 

the Court. 

Ill. VICARIOUS LIABILITY AND RESPONDEAT SUPERIOR: 

53. The entities and individuals listed in this Complaint are liable for the conduct of their 

employees and agents based upon principals of vicarious liability and respondeat superior. 

54. The City of Coolidge, on behalf of the CFD, is responsible for the actions of the CFD 

first responders, volunteers, detectives, employees, deputies, officers, agents, or others 

acting with the authority and/or at the direction of the city, and/or the CFD. 
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55. These entities and indi~iduals are also liable for their failure to adequately hire, train, 

and supervise their employees and agents. 

56. Defendants failed to complete their duties and proximately caused the death of Nicole 

.
r Mo,,. i.,:~ 3 ,r;uo.)j I ./w1 I() h/ Gustafson. rr:::.-,.,, ~.·, ,.~ 

A. COOLIDGE FIRE DEPARTMENT- FAILURE TO FOLLOW CITY OF 

COOLIDGE ORDINANCES 

56. The City of Coolidge, on behalf of the CFD and their agents, employees or assigns, 

failed to follow and adhere to City of Coolidge - Code of Ordinances. The City of Coolidge, 

on behalf of the CFD and their agents, employees or assigns, knew or should have known 

that failure to comply with any and all Code of Ordinances would or could result in severe 

injuries and/or death. The City of Coolidge, CFD, Fire Chief Mark Dillon, officers, agents, 

or others acting ·with the authority and/or at the direction of the city knew or should have 

known they were not properly staffed, and/or did not have enough manpower to respond 

timely to emergency situations, and/or did not have proper equipment, and/or did not have 

proper staff, and/or failed to. properly follow policies and procedures to assure proper 

emergency response times in emergency situations to avoid public inj_ury, property damage 

and/or death. Furthermore, The City of Coolidge, and/or CFD, lacked efficiency to properly 

protect life and property from fire. 

Including the following City of Coolidge - Code of Ordinances 
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§ 31.23 FIRE CHIEF - The Fire Chief shall dir~ct the operations of the fire 

department ofJhe City and personally be present, if possible, at all fires occurring within 

the City and direct the firefighting operations; conduct training instruction in the 

firefighting techniques; and perform all other duties as may be assigned him or her by the 

City Manag~r and the ordinances of the City and the laws of the state and the United States. 

§ 33.51 DEPART!\IBNTAL RULES AND REGULATIONS -The fire department 

shall be operated and managed in accordance with such departmental rules and 

regulations as may from time to time be adopted by-the Fire Chief with the approval of 

the Manager. 

§ 33.53 APPOINTMENT. POWERS, AND DUTIES OF THE CHIEF - The Fire 

Chief, Assistant Fire Chiefs, and Volunteer Department shall be appointed by the 

Manager. It shall be the duty of the Chief to: 

a. Be accountable to the Manager for the personnel, morale, and general 

efficiency of the fire department. 

B. Direct the operations of the fire department, -subject to the rules and 

regulations thereof. 

C. Be present at all fires, if possible, and plan and direct the extinguishment 

thereof. During the progress of a fire, the-authority of the Fire Chief shall 

be absolute in all matters directly concerning the extinguishment of the 

fire and the disposition of property endangered by it. 
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• 

D. Conduct suitable drills or instruction in operation or handling of 

equipment, first aid and rescue work, salvage, a study of buildings in the 

City, water supplies, and all other matters be investigated the cause, 

origin, and circumstances of all fires. 

E. Assist the proper authorities in suppressing the crime of arson by 

investigating or causing to be investigated the cause, origin, and 

circumstances of all fires. 

F. Inspect buildings and premises and serve written notice upon the owner 

or occupant to abate, within a specific time, any and all fire hazards that 

may be found. For the purpose of conducting such inspection, the Chief 

is hereby empowered to enter any and all buildings and premises within 

the City at any reasonable hour. Any person served with such written 

notice shall comply and notify the Chief of his or her compliance within 

a reasonable time. 

G. Keep complete records of all fires, inspections, apparatus and equipment, 

personnel, and other information about the work of the Department open 

to inspection by the Manager or Council and furnish to the Manager such 

information upon request. 
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H. Make a complete annual report, in writing, to the Manager at such time 

as may be specified by the Council, and such report shall include the 

information specified in section (G) above, together with comparative 

data for previous years and recommendations for improving the 

effectiveness of the Department. 

I. Enforce or cause to be enforced all ordinances, laws, and regulations of 

the City and state, insofar as they pertain to fire and safety; and 

J. Appoint Assistant Fire Chiefs, subject to the approval of the Manager and 

define their duties and the order of their superiority in the absence of the 

Fire Chief. Generally considered essential to good firemanship and safety 

of life and property from fire. 

§ 33.56 EQUIPMENT- The Department shall be equipped with such apparatus or 

other equipment as may be required from time to time to maintain its efficiency and 

properly protect life and property from fire. Recommendations concerning 

apparatus and equipment needed shall be made by the Chief to the Manager, and 

after approval by the Council, such apparatus and equipment shall be purchased in 

such manner as may be designated by the Council. All equipment of the Department 

shall be safely and conveniently housed in such place or places as may be designated 

by the Fire Chief with approval of the Manager. No persons shall use any fire 
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apparatus or equipment for any private purpose, nor shall any person willfully take 

away or conceal any article used in any way by the Department. No person shall 

enter any place where the fire apparatus is housed or handle any apparatus or 

equipment belonging to the Department unless accompanied by, or having special 

permission of, an officer or authorized member of the Department. No fire apparatus 

or equipment shaiI be hired out or permitted to leave the fire station except in 

response to a call for aid at a fire within the corporate limits of the City or in response 

to a call for aid at a fire in an area authorized for fire protection service or mutual 

aid under provisions of§ 33.57. 

C. VIOLATION OF OFFICE OF THE MAYOR - CITY PROCLAMATIONS 

57. The City of Coolidge on behalf of the CFD and their agents, employees or assigns' 

knew or should have known that the failure to have a properly functioning Fire Department 

would result in harm to the public. Upon information and belief, The City of Coolidge on 

behalf of the CFD and their agents, employees or assigns' were aware of potential risks to 

the public as stated within Office of the Mayor - 2015 City Proclamation which stated: 

"2015 Proclamation - "WHEREAS, the City of Coolidge is committed to ensuring the 

safety and security of all those living in and visiting COOLIDGE; and WHEREAS, fire is 

a serious public safety concern both locally and nation.ally, and homes are the locations 

where people are at greatest risk from fire; and WHEREAS, home fires killed 2,755 people 

in the United States in 2013, according to the National Fire Protection Association ( NFPA), 
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and fire departments in the United States responded to 369,500 home fires; and 

WHEREAS, working smoke alarms cut the risk of dying in reported home fires in half; and 

WHEREAS, three out of five home fire deaths result from fires in properties without 

working smoke alarms; and WHEREAS, one-fifth of all homes with smoke alarms, none 

were working; and WHEREAS, when smoke alarms should have operated but did not do 

so it was usually because batteries were missing, disconnected, or dead; and WHEREAS, 

half of home fire deaths result from fires reported at night between 11 p.m. and 7 a.m. when 

most people are asleep; and WHEREAS, residents should install smoke alarms in every 

sleeping room, outside each separate sleeping area, and on every level of the home; and 

WHEREAS, residents should install smoke alarms and alert devices that meet the needs of 

people who are deaf or hard of hearing; and WHEREAS, residents who have planned and 

practiced a home fire escape plan are more prepared and will therefore be more likely to 

survive a fire; and WHEREAS, first responders are dedicated to reducing the occurr~nce 

of home fires and home fire injuries through prevention and protection education; and 

WHEREAS, Coolidge' s residents are responsive to public education measures and are able 

to take personal steps to increase their safety from fire, especially in their homes; and 

WHEREAS, the 2015 Fire Prevention Week theme, "Hear the Beep Where You Sleep. 

Every Bedroom Needs a Working Smoke Alarm!" effectively serves to remind us that we 

need working smoke alarms to give us the time to get out safely. NOW THEREFORE, BE 

IT RESOLVED that I, Jon Thompson, Mayor of the City of Coolidge, do hereby proclaim 
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October 2015, as II FIRE PREVENTION MONTH" throughout the City of Coolidge, and 

I urge all the people of Coolidge to install smoke alarms in every bedroom, outside each 

sleeping area, and on every level of the home, including the basement and to support the 

many public safety activities and efforts of Coolidge' s fire and emergency services during_ 

Fire Prevention Month 2015." 

58. On June 12, 2022, Nicole Erin Gustafson (decedent) was the sole occupant of the 

residence located at 701 West Douglas Avenue when a fire occurred. Upon information and 

belief, Defendant's emergency personnel were notified including but not limited to CFD 

by multiple neighbors. The City of Coolidge dispatched and advised of a structure located 

at 7th Street and Douglas Avenue. Regrettably, the CFD and responding personnel took in 

excess of seventeen (17) to forty-five (45) minutes respond to the house fire, thereby /' 

allowing the residence to become fully engulfed and trapping Nicole Erin Gustafson. 

,,. 

59. Per the Coolidge Police Department Field Case Report- upon arrival it wa eY,bf t' I t,i f 
immediately observed that the residence at 701 West Douglas Avenue was "fully involv~~/? 

with the primary area being ori the west side of the home. We heard loud bangs as though 

something was exploding and a loud roaring which sounded like a gas line or gas supply of 

some kind. We began immediately looking for the possibility of someone escaping the 

home but due to the extent of the fire there was no way to determine if this was the case. 

The fire was extremely hot and aggressive." 
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.60. It would further be noted that firefighters made access on the "C" side of the structure 

through a window, no occupants were found in said room, so they proceeded to the adjacent 
. . 

room and found one fire fatality positioned between the bed and the dresser. The rest of the 

structure was not able to be accessed due to the amount of fire still present. Per Fire Captain 

Mayo, he conducted the initial search and located a female with dark hair, with facial bums 

to her mouth and nose area and that there wasn't a lot of fire damage to the room she was 

located in. 

61. As a result of the delayed emergency response, Nicole Erin Gustafs·on succumbed to the 

fire and was found ·deceased. As a dir~ct and proximate cause of the negligent acts and/ or 

omissions of City of Coolidge and/or the CFD and/or their agents, employees and assigns a 

rapid fire ensued and caused Nicole Erin Gustafson's unfortunate death. Nicole Erin 

Gustafson succumbed to her injuries and died within the fire or shortly thereafter fire 

personnel entered the residence. 

62. Upon information and belief, Nicole Erin Gustafson passed away on June 12, 2022, as 

a direct and proximate result of the injuries she sustained from the fire incident of June 12, 

2022. Nicole Erin Gustafson is survived by her father David Gustafson, daughter Paityn 

Renee Kinne, daughter Alexis Nicole Salazar, and Daniel Jason Widen as natural father of 

Chloe Widen, daughter all of whom are claimants and statutory beneficiaries in this matter. 

63. David .Gustafson, father of Nicole Erin Gustafson, Deceased, individually and on 

behalf of all Statutory Beneficiaries, Paityn Renee Kinne, Alexis Nicole Salazar, and Chloe 
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Widen, the natural daughters of Nicole Erin Gustafson were all very close to Nicole Erin 

Gustafson. Her tragic passing has caused a loss of consortium, pain, mental anguish, stress, 

shock, mental suffering, loss of love, loss of affection, loss of companionship, loss of care, 

loss of protection, loss of guidance, loss of emotional support, loss of financial support, loss 

of service and loss of guidance. 

GENERAL DAMAGES 

64. Plaintiffs and Plaintiff on behalf of statutory Claimants also suffered general damages 

due to the injuries sustained, including pain and suffering, permanent and emotional trauma 

as well as the inconvenience caused by their injuries sustained in this incident. 

65. Plaintiffs and Plaintiff on behalf of statutory Claimants, filed a Notice of Claim with the 
' 

City of Coolidge and CFD, which are entitled to notice under the claim statute. Claimants' 

attorneys has filed a notice of claim that complied with the statutory requirements. 

SUM CERTAIN DEMAND 

65. Plaintiff and wrongful death beneficiaries have suffered the following damages: 

A. COMBINED SUM CERTAIN 

The damages in this case are not for a sum certain. Plaintiff has damages for the 

loss of his daughter and is making wrongful death damage claims for the loss of 

life of Nicole Gustafson, on behalf of her statutory beneficiaries. 

B. INDIVIDUALS SUFFERING DAMAGES: 
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David Gustafson - Claimant David Gustafson, father of Nicole Erin Gustafson, deceased, 

individually has suffered wrongful death damages from or against the City of Coolidge, 

CFO, and their agents, employees, and assigns, (currently unknown to Claimant) arising 

out of the events herein for the amount of $2,000,000.00 (Two Million Dollars and No 

Cents). 

Paityn Renee Kinne - Claimant Paityn Renee Kinne, daughter of Nicole Erin Gustafson, 

deceased, individually hereby offers to settle all wrongful death claims against the City of 

Coolidge, CFD, and their agents, employees, and assigns, ( currently unknown to Claimant) 

arising out of the events herein for the amount of $2,000,000.00 (Two Million Dollars and 

No Cents). This $2,000,000.00 is a sum certain which this wrongful death claim can be 

resolved as to the specific claim being made herein on behalf of Paityn Renee Kinne, 

daughter of Nicole Erin Gustafson. Each of the public entities is on notice.that it may settle 

the wrongful death claim of Paityn Renee Kinne has against it for the sum certain of 

$2,000,000.00 (Two Million Dollars and No Cents). 

Alexis Nicole Salazar - Claimant Alexis Nicole Salazar, daughter of Nicole Erin 

Gustafson, deceased, individually hereby offers to settle all wrongful death claims against 

the City of Coolidge, CFO, and their agents, employees, and assigns, ( currently unknown 

to Claimant) arising out of the events herein for the amount of $2,000,000.00 (Two Million 

Dollars and No Cents). This $2,000,000.00 is a sum certain which this wrongful death 
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.. 

claim can be resolved as to the specific claim being made herein on behalf of Alexis Nicole 

Salazar, daughter of Nicole Erin Gustafson. Each of the public entities is on notice that it 

may settle the wrongful death claim of Alexis Nicole Salazar has against it for the sum 

certain of$2,000,000.00 (Two Million Dollars and No Cents). 

Chloe Widen - Claimant Ch_loe Widen, daughter of Nicole Erin Gustafson, deceased, 

individually hereby offers to settle all wrongful death claims against the City of Coolidge, 

CFD, and their agents, employees, and assigns, ( currently unknown to Claimant) arising 

out of the events herein for the amount of $2,000,000.00 (Two Million Dollars and No 

Cents). This $2,000,000.00 is a sum certain which this wrongful death claim can be 

resolved as to the specific claim being made herein on behalf of Chloe Widen, daughter of 

Nicole Erin Gustafson. Each of the public entities is on notice that it may settle the wrongful 

death claim Chloe Widen has against it for the sum certain of $2,000,000.00 (Two Million 

Dollars and No Cents). 

Mel Linda Helmick - Claimant Mel Linda Helmick, homeowner, individually hereby 

offers to settle all property damage claims against the City of Coolidge, CFD, and their 

agents, employees, and assigns, (currently unknown to Claimant) arising out of the events 

herein for the amount of $500,000.00 (Five Hundred Thousand Dollars and No Cents). This 

$500,000.00 is a sum certain which this property damage claim can be resolved as to the 
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specific claim being made herein on behalf of Mel Linda Helmick, homeowner of the house 

wherein the incident took place that resulted in the death of Nicole Erin Gustafson. Each of 

. the public entities is on notice _that it may settle the property damage claim of Mel Linda 

Helmick has against it for the sum certain of$500,000.00 (Five Hundred Thousand Dollars 

and No Cents). 

BUIIDLING DAMAGE 

66. Plaintiff realleges the allegations in paragraphs 1 to 65 as if fully set forth herein. 

67; Based on the above described fire, and Defendants failure to take control of the fire 

and extinguish the same in a timely manner and/or be able to extinguish as a result of not 

responding in a timely manner, Plaintiff property was severely damaged including but not 

limited to l.)The roof was burned and will have to be replaced; 2) the rafters, interior wall 

coverings, sheetrock and ceilings will have to be replaced; 3) the only salvageable remnants 

were the concrete 11 walls of the building of which may possibly not be fixable and may have 

to be replaced, and 4) the property is now a burnt 'shell."' There is sufficient evidence to 

support the property being a total loss. 

LOSS OF BUSINESS USE AND-USE OF PROERTY: 

68. Plaintiffs continue to endure ongoing loss of use of the home due to the severe damage 

to said property. Plaintiffs have as a result of this fire suffered damages including but not 

limited to an amount to be proven at trial. 
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WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for the following relief: 

A. That the Court find that Defendants had duties pursuant to the _contracts as described, 

the undertaking of firefighting responsibilities and the actual attempts at firefighting the 

fire on 6/12/2022 and such breaches of duty described above that proximately caused 

Plaintiffs' General property damages in an amount to be determined at the time of trial but 

not less than $300,000.00; 

B. For special damages in the sum of approximately $300,000.00, and other special 

damages to be proven and established at time of trial; 

C. Pre-judgment interest at the statutory rate from 6/12/2022, until the date 

judgment is entered for costs, interest and attorney's fees allowed under Arizona law; 

D. For any and all other damages or amounts deemed reasonable and appropriate by 

the Court. 

III. CLAIMPURSUANT TO A,R.S. 12-821.01 

66. Plaintiff realleges_ the allegations in paragraphs 1 to 65 as if fully set forth herein. 

67. Plaintiffs asserts a claim pursuant to A.R. S. § 12-713 for the property damage of the 

property located at fire described above pursuant to A.RS. 12-821.011 12-820.09 and Stone 

v. Arizona Highway Commission, 93 Ariz. 384,381 P.2d 107, and Veach v. City of Phoenix 

102 Ariz. 195 (1967) 427 P.2d 335. 321. Defendant took on a legal duty to furnish water for 
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fire protection for Coolidge and under a legal obligation to render adequate service 

impartially and without discrimination to all members of the general public to whom its 

scope of operation extends. See Town of Wickenburg v. Town of Sabin, supra; 4 McQuillin 

Municipal Corporations, 2d Ed., 1829. * 197 The Supreme Court of Wisconsin in City of 

Milwaukee v. Public Service Comm., 268 Wis. 16, 66 N.W.2d 716, held that once a city, 

through its fire fighting service, it held itself out to serve fire protection equally to all 

homeowners in an area, it must furnish its service to all who reasonably require it. 

68. In ·this case the City of Coolidge and the named fire department failed to maintain or 

obtain adequate firefighting personnel and equipment to fight this fire in question which 

caused the total destruction of home of Mel Linda Helmick and the death of Nicole 

Gustafson. 

WHEREFORE THE COURT SHOULD FIND 

A. That the Court find that Defendants had duties pursuant to the contracts as described, the 

undertaking of firefighting responsibilities· and the actual attempts at firefighting the fire on 

6/12/2022 and such breaches of duty proximately caused Plaintiffs General damages in an 

amount to be determined at the time of trial but not less than 1 million dollars as described 

hereafter; 
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B. For special damages to be awarded to the Plaintiffs in the sum of approximately 

$500,000.00, and other special damages to be proven and established at time of trial; 

C. Pre-judgment interest at the statutory rate from 6/12/2022, until the date -

judgment is entered for costs, interest and attorney's fees allowed under Arizona law; 

D. For any and all other damages or amounts deemed reasonable and appropriate by 

the Court. 

DAVID GUS :AFSON, PLAINTIFF Mel Linda Helmick, Plaintiff 
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VERIFCATION 

I DAVID GUSTAFSON, being first duly sworn, swear and state on my oath that I have read 

the foregoing complaint and the facts stated therein are true and correct based on my personal 

knowledge. 

DATED THIS 5 DAY OF Ju 

STATE OF ARIZONA ) 

)ss 

COUNTY OF MARICOPA ) 

The foregoing was subscribed and sworn to before me my David Gustafson, on 6/5/2023 

~~ 
Notary Public 

ADAN JACQUEZ 
Notary Public • Arizona 

Maricopa County 
Commission # 632492 

~y Commission Expires Jul 19, 2026 
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VERIFCATION 

I Mel Linda Helmick, being first duly sworn, swear and state on my oath that I have read 

the foregoing complaint and the facts stated therein are true and correct based on my personal 

knowledge. 

DATED THIS 5th DAY OF June 2023. 

Mel Linda Helmick, PLAINTIFF 

STATE OF ARIZONA ) 

)ss 

COUNTY OF MARICOPA ) 

The foregoing was subscribed and sworn to before me my Mel Linda Helmick, on 6/5/2023 

Notary Public 

.. ADAN JACQUEZ 

-

Notary Public - Arizona 
Maricopa County 

Commission # 632492 
My Commission Expires July 19, 2026 
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See narrative. 

COOLIDGE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
FIELD CASE REPORT 

NAR~TJVE'' 

• CS.SE.; 2022•00010986 

Fire Structure 

On June 12,-2022, Cooliqge dispatch advised of a structure at 7th St and Douglas-Ave. All . 
units responded.-Officer Go_nzalez #66 ~nd I-arrived on scene_a.tthe.same time (0352). Upon 
arrival, I immediately observed the residence at 701 W .Douglas Ave fully involved With the 
primary area being on the west side of the _home. We h_eard loud bangs as though 
something was ·ex-ploding and a loud roaring which sounded like· _a gas line or gas supply of 

some kind. We began immediately looking for the possibility of someone-escaping the 
home but due to the extent of the fire there .was no way tci' determine if this was the case. 
The fire was extremely hot and aggress.ive. One of the·pr_opane tanks was off gassing and 
pointed towards ~he neighbors hous.e to the west A white sedan in the driv~ w~y was on 

fire. We began evacuating neighbors from the nearby homes. After we made contact with all 
of the neighbors we began coll_ecting information.as· to whether or not someone was· 
currently living in the home and if a11yone·had seen wtiat happened. I had.Officer Palacios-# 
27 blocking the-roadway at Patton Ave-and 7th St,. 1. had my fully marked patrol vehicle 

blocking the roadway at DouglasiOffi<::er Gonzalezwas blocking t!Je roadway at 8th and 
Douglas Ave ·and i !lad Officer Maciver _blQck the roc;1dway at 7t~ St and Dewey Ave to 

secure the area for the fire department's arriv~l·on scene. During this fime frame, we 
continued hearing whatsounded like'lou_d explosions and items popping iii the fire. By this 
time the fire had moved towards the east side of the home ·and the r.oof was collapsing. The· 

• carport began to collapse. • • • • 

I had. been advising the fire depcirtment. via their radio frequency ·0fthe information we had 
thus far. During their fire suppression-we remained diligent1y·collecting further information 
from neighbo.rs. I spoke-With Oennis.Rushing, who lives in a residence to the east of the 

• affected home: He advised at approximately 0340 or so, he heard two very loud explos'ions 
.which Ile believed to sound as tholigh someone was discharging a shotgun right in front of 
his home. He advised he immediately put on. s·ome clothing and _went outside to see what 

had happerJ"ed. He advised as he exited his.home, he saw the house on fire. He advised it
was already a large .fire and flam.es w·ere shooting ·upw~rds from the west side of the· home. 

I asked if.~e k'new anything of the occupants. He.adv.ised a lady arid' her children lived 'in the 

~ome ancl asked if we had located them yet'. I as~ed aboutthe vehicles in the drive.way and 

/JEPORTIWJ"<;:/FIC5'1 
• • Aranda 

• • o~n; ;iE'n::.i;o av . 
06/12/2022 • Hoffman, Alan 

[)AiE 

06/12/2022 

OF 
Case 202°2-000!0986 Page 4 OF 6 



Case 2:23-cv-01665-DJH   Document 1-1   Filed 08/15/23   Page 42 of 75

COOLIDGE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
FIELD GASE REPORT c;.s;,_•2022-00010986 

... 
~· - <t , :...· ... _ 

he advised those were the vehicl.es ttiat were always there. He.didn't know-the names of the occupants. I thanked hitn for the informati~n. 

Officer Gonzalez advised he had spoken to ano.ther neighbor to the west who was identified as Anise Chuigo. She advis~d him her s01i plays with a little girl who ·lives at the residence. She advis.ed a female and three childre:n lived inside and sometimes her boyfriend was there. She advised there is normally a small black $UV in the driveway however they haven't seen the vehicle or the occupants in about a week. 
I was notifi~d by the fire •department shortly thereafter that they had located a female • suhj~ct deceas.ed in-side the back bedroom of the home. Fire Captain Mayb advi~ed he had conducted the ir:iitial search.ahd located a. female with dark hair, with facial burns to her· niouth and nose area. He describe.d·her- as being ~PP.roximatefy. 5 fo0t 2 inches or so and weighing approximately 170-180 lbs and ·he pelieveg her to be in.her early 20's. He ?tdvised • slie had dark hair a·nd was lying on the floor. He advised there wasn't a tot of fire damage to that room at that time. • 

• 
1·began researching in house informat\on to· locate information on the occupan·ts of the home. I found that dispatch had noted~- prior call for ser.vice at this re·sidence and·the names Nicole Gustafson, Alexis ~alazar and .Dariiel Wil9en were listed as living·there, I searched for c0ntact information for·the subjects a·nd fo.und a number for Nicole. ·1 ~tt~mpted to call-ttre'phone munber burthere was no answer:we had·no informati<;m on the male subject. 

I made contact with Anise Ctwi_go at her r~siclence (2 houses to-the west of-the afte·cted residence). I asked if she knew anythin·g abo.ut the people who tiv.ed there. Anise advised her son played with the little girl from there and she called ~im o.ver to ask if he knew their names. Her son advised a little girl named Chloe (6-7 yoa) lived there ancl he believed her .siblings were ·p~yton (18) and-possibly Taylor (adult). I ~ha~ked'them for the information. 
I began searching.social media for·the 'indfvidu~ls .~nd found a Facebook page for a Lexi Salazar who was the daughter of Ni.tole Gustafs.on. I fou·nd that Paity.n·Kinne was als_o identified as a daugl)ter of Nicole Gustafson. I fpund no inforrnation or:i the name Daniel Wilden. I requ_ested registration information for the vehicles on scene. An uninvolved gray sedan Wc!S registered to Nicole Gustafson ~n·c1 the white·cat in.the driveway was registered to Dan_iel Widen. ! took the Facebook profile photo~ for.Alexis "Lexi" Salazar and. Paityn Kinne io Captain M~y.o and asked if he cou·ld tell ift,he deced~nt was ·possibly one of-these gir.ts pased on his prev·io.u·s des·c.:r:ipUon. He adyised i.t WqS difficult to tell, but the photo of Lexi wa_s m0re likely. 

While searching Face book, I could tell that Nicole- had some posts public and those were 

i'll:FORTIIJ;l crnc€ll ' 
Aranda 

6 
o.;r~ tlE',lEWEO ar 

06/12/2022 Hoffman, Alan 
OF 

Onie 
06/12/2022 

'Ca,a ?.c22.coo1oseo Pago 5 OF 6 



Case 2:23-cv-01665-DJH   Document 1-1   Filed 08/15/23   Page 43 of 75

COOLIDGE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
FIELD CASE REPORT • 

NARRATIVE (contlnui;i.tlon) 

C',SEe2Q22-00010986 

the only ones I could see. I.saw that.she.was posting about working for DoorDash in the 

Eloy area and she posted s~vera! things about events in Casa Grande. I contacted Casa 

Grande PD to see if they had any different·contact information for her. It was the end of my 

shift and fire was conducting their scene safety measures and ensuring the fire was 

~ompletely extinguished. Chief Dillon had requested I contact the Pinal County Medical 

Examiner's O,ffice. I made contact with the on call investigator who advised to call back 

when fire was completely done. I made contact with Detective Lucas who was on call and 

requested his assistance on scene. I had Officer Gonzalez remain on scene for security and 

responded to CPD to brief the oncoming shift of the event. I asked Sergeant Coleman for an 

officer tq relieve Officer Gonzalez on scene to assist with scene security while Detective 

Lucas and the arson investigators conducted their investigation. 

Casa Grande PD called back and advised they located an address in house on l:$condido 

Rd in Casa· Grande and advised they wo.uld send an officer by that location. Shortly after, I 

received a call from Officer ~arcia with Gasa Grand~ PD who advised he spoke with the 

residents at that address and they advised they have lived there for 6 years and didn't know 

anyone by that name. He conducted a search of-their records and found an address for 
t 

Daniel Widen in the PCSO jurisdiction north of Casa Grande and would go there to see if he 

could locate Nicole. This address was on Faldale Rd in the Indian Hills neighborhood on the 

northern Casa Grande border. 

Officer Garcia cr,3lled back a short time later and advised he made contact with Widen. 

Widen agvised he and Nicole hav·e a child in common, Chloe, who was currently at his 

residence. He advised he saw Nicole last night and advised if she wasn't home, she might 

be at her mother's·residence within Casa Grande city limits and provided her address. He 

advised Nicole normally drives a black Chevy Equinox but that vehicle has been in the shop 

for the past week. He was allowing her to use the white Honda Accord registered to him 

while her car was being fixed. He advised Alexis and Paityn both had their own vehicles. He 

provided Officer Garcia with Alexis and Paityn's telephone ·numbers. • 

I contacted Fire Chief Dillpn and Detective Lucas with the information I had collected thus 

• far. Detective Lucas advised he' obtained a se~rch warrant.and was going to the scene. 

This concluded my involvement in this case thus far. No further information to report at this 

time. 
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I· 
SUPPLEMENT 

COOLIDGE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

FIELD CASE SUPPLEMENT REPORT 

NARRATIVE 

C.'-SE.< 2022~0001098'6 
PM,•mr OFFEt ISE: 

Fire Structure 

On 06/12/2022.my assistan-ce was requested with this investigation. This investigation was 

the result of a structure fire that occurred at 701 W. Douglas Ave. within the City of Coolidge 

at approximately 0330 hours. Upon the arrival of _Coolidge Police Officer's, and the Coolidge 

Fire Department, the fire was extinguished and·the residence was cleared. During this time, 

the body of a female, later identified as Nicole Gustafson, was located iri the back master 

bedroom. Forfurther de~ails refer to tl~e initial report. 

Once I received this information, I responded to the Coolidge Police Department where I 

drafted a search warrant requesting to make further entry into the home. I telephoryically 

presented this search warrant to Honorable Ru~y Lujan ·of the OracJe Justic.e Court, wh9 

authorized its execution and directed me fo sign his name .to the search warrant, and search 

warrant affidavit. This search warrant was later issued Search Warrant 

#J1105SW2022000009, and returned to the Oracle Justice Court. 

At this same time, members of the Arson lnvesti.gators Task Force, and The Pinal County 

Medical Examiners Office were notifi_ed, and ·began responding to the scene. After obtaining 

the above mentioned search warrant, I responded to 701 W. Douglas Ave. where I began 

processing the scene along with the Pinal County Medical Examiner, and Members of the 

Arson Task Force. During processing photographs were taken, and later uploaded to the 

case file. While processing the scene,· Alexis Salazar, who is the tlaughter of Nicole, and ·a 

resident of the home arrived on scene. 

I spoke with Alexis regarding the occupants of.the home, to determine their current 

• whereabouts. Alexis staled she typically lives there with her-Mom, Nicole, and her two 

Sisters, Paityn Kinne, and Chloe Widen. Alexis then explained last week .she went on a trip 

to Mexico with Nicole, Paityn, and their Grandmother. Near the end of this trip there was an 

argument that turned irito ·a physical confrontation over Nicole's drinking. After this 

confrontation, Paityn and Alexis decided to go stay with th~ir grandmother, so she did not 

believe anyone besides.Nicole should of.been in the home. Alextswas at;>le to make contact 

with Paityn, and Daniel Widen, the Father of Chloe who confirmed Chloe was currently with 

him. 

Once it was determined there were no other occupants within the home, I advised Alexis 

that Nicole was located in the back master bedroom deceased-. Alexis became very upset, 

and after a few moments began to cairn down enough to continue with tl:te interview . 

. According.to Alexis, Ni.cole would reaularly wake up in the early morning hours, and smoke 

a cigarette on the front porch. Once done, she would put the cigarette butt in a wooden ash 

tray on a table that was positioned ag.ainst the house. Also on this table were various 

candles to include one which b,urned using a type of liquid fuel. In addition to these candles, 

REcGfli•t.lG cmc,R 

Lucas 
o.;r:. rlE\')2,'iCO Gr 

06/12/2022 Masterson, Jason E 

OF 

D,TE 

06/22/2022 

Case Supp 2022-00010986 Page 2 OF J 



Case 2:23-cv-01665-DJH   Document 1-1   Filed 08/15/23   Page 46 of 75

COOLIDGE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
-FJELP. CASE.SUPPLEMEN.T REPORT c~sec 2022-00010986-

underneath this table there were multiple ~pray paint.cans. Alexis further exp_lained.Nicole would Fandomly becqrpe "manic'; and·beijin cle~11ing th~ house at,raridom times, including the middle_ of the night This clean\ng also consisted of doing lqundry. The laundry-room was Jn the ba,ck of the carport are~, near the hot water heater. 

I assisted the Pinal .County Medical Examiner with the proce$~ing of N·i.cole, who was then transported to the Pinal County Medical Ex.~r,:iiners Office. One~ Nicole was transported from·the scene,_ I· relayed .the· informati.on from Alexis to the· Arson ln.vestigators. Bill ·Bruin ·of the. Florenct;!·Fire oe·par.tment reque~ted Alexis-complete a 11-(ritten st!=ltement re_garding the detaifs she ,provided-to.r:ne. In additi.on they' request'e9 Alexis e·nter·the sc~ne to point out the varlou.s areas sh~ -had describe·d. Alexis agre~d to completing the written statement, and to enter the scene: • 

This statement was iater placed into evidence at th~ Coolidge Police-Depar:tment, and a copy was attached to-the ·cas¢ file. An additipnal copy was provided to Bili $·ruin with the . F!.orence Firn Department. • • • 

Once the ·Arso·n Investigators were finished -wi~h their examination of the scene, all. u_nits cleared. 

This case remains open, pendin.g t!ie findings of th_e Arson Investigator Task Force·, and the Pinal County Medic~I E):(aminers Off.ice; • • • , • • • • • 
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l,_:.:_J !Ext:io9uishmef)t by fire s I Apparhltis P.erso,mel 

I 200' 0001 D 
Properly $ 

Primnr~ Acl(on Tnkco (1) • 

I 31 I 41 
I Suppression 

Contents $ I 30,~00!· □ 
L.JI I EMS I 01 I 01 
AddlU0M;JI AcUon 1":'lkcn 12} 

PRE-INCIDENT VALUE:OpUonal Other I 21 I 21 Property $ 1- 200,0001 □ 
L.J I • I D Check bo• If resoLJrca counts inc)utlo ilkl 

I 
.. 

3o,uool □ 

l\ddlllonnl Acl!on fok~n (31 
n~cci

0

vcd r12•ourccs. O!)•1le11ts $ .. - - ..... j -...... ---...... _,..., ..... ,,_._ .... ~ 
·• - .. ·• .. ..... . .- - ~ .... - •• .~ ............ HO 

__ y,- •• ~ ··--- ... - .......... ,- .. --....... ··-·---.... Casualt.le!I 
Mixed Use Nat 

l 
I 
I r 
' i r 

• l 

j 
j 

I 

/ 
I 

.• f 
-

', 
*□ Nona (8l-Nonc 181 

Completed Modules Hl H 3 Hazardous Materials Release I P,!oporty mhcoc.t i 
181 Deat11s Injuries 1d I 

Flre•2 

N:alur.il gns: ohr""' httik, 110 ovacunliof1 Uf lt;u.MoH i'ICll0M1 10 As~ernbly U5!i: 
i 

Fire 
,-

181 Slruclura Fire-3 

LI w 20 20 ... Ectucilllcn u.oo 
181 Service Frop.ino.gna! < 21 -IU 1,mh (n, ill twmo,DOQ Urilfl 

33 M<!dlcal Utlol:! 1\ 

Clvllian fire Cilt;.-4 

30 Gatiollnc: 111.!hlclu Wal l~nfi. or µllrl:.blo c:0111:ilnor ... D Fire S«!rvlce Cas.-5 • Civilian LJ LI 40 40 ,- Rasldanlii1I use 

l 
Keraoonc:; lual uu,n.u,~ otft.1iJ111ut11l c,, putlnlllc "S\arnov 51 Rov, of t:1laro" 

D EMS-G 

so '01osol-r1Jcl/fuut ail: '1:4!.hlclo h1&ftllnh tir S'OH.!lt,fc 110rawa 53 EnclosctJ m:.U I 
D HazMat-7 H2 Detector 

eO Sli - Buslm::a.G ·& re:ildc~Unl 
D Raqu,rud Jor confined fires. Houschllltl solvvri\i;; h1:11nnlolfi1:ti ~,,Ill, C1•11nur 01.•I~' - I 

Wll<lland Flr~-8 ;g Moler.oil: fr:mr on9iil11 or'uorublo cun1.,111C!r ·59 - Oflloo UGO 
~ Apparn\us-9 1· B Detector ale rte,! occuprints 

60 Industrial u9c ~..lint: Item' ~olnl C'M!I lol.iLi.rt(I °' 55 \J1ll\Ot1'l -~ Detector did nol alert them 
63. Mllll:lry u•c 

PorsQnnel-10 2 

oO ,-□ ~ Olhcr·. sntti:,I t-t:n:M.,t I\Clicin ~0•111_irutJ or. splll,. S~ gnl 65 Fnrm uso 

Arson-·11 u Unknown 
!Plo,1so c:on:il,)lctu lho lt;a~Mal form.) ,-

Other nHJCad use 00· ---· . . , . --· -· .,. ' .. ·- ·- . .. . . .. ,• . . ·- . -· . .. -- -~'"' .... --..-., ........ , ............ _ -. ,., ......... ·-· J Property Use 

* : D None 341 B Clinic, cli11lc-lype inlirnHJry 539 □ Household goods, sales, repairs I 

Structures 342 Doctor/d·en.tisl offl.ce 571 □ Gas or service station 
I 

131 □ Church, place or worship 36.1 D Prison or Jail, notjU\!Cnile 579 D Motor vehicle/boat sales/repairs 1 
161 □. Restaurant or cafeteria 419 ~ t-or 2-family dwelling 59~ D Business of-flee . 
162 D Bar/tavern or nightclub 429 D Multifamily dwelling 615 D EJec"tric-generalion plant 

( 
213 D Elementary school, kindergarten 439 D Rooming/boarding house• 629 .o Laboratory/science l~b6ratory I 

215 8 High school 1 Junior high 449 D Commercial hotel o·r motel 700 D Manufacturing plant ; 
241 Coll'ege, a·dult education 459 D Residential, board and care 819 D l:ivestocklpoullry storage (barn) 

I 

311 D Nursing home 464 D Dormitory/barracks 882 D Non-residential parking gara·ge l 
331 D Hospital 519· D Food ancl beverage sales 891 D WarellOUSG . 

1 

Outside 
936 0 Vacant lot 981 0 Constr.uctloo site ' 

124 D Playground or park sas ·o Graded/cared for plot of land 984 D Industrial plant yard j 
655 D ·crops or orchard 946 □ Lake, river, stream 

! 
669. D Forest (limbe~li:ind) 95·1 0- Railroad right-or-way Look uµ and e_nh:r ~ 

c,> Properly Use LJ ! Proµ.or_ly U_uu code omJ 
J 

D □ 
I 

807 Outdoor storage area 960 Other street dcscri1:1t10n only lfyou 
Code l 

□ Dump o_r sanftary landnll 96·1 D Highway/divided highway 
hnvn NOT chocked n 

I i 
919 

P~~pCr\y USc trn,:, 
931 D Open land or field 962 D Residential slrecUdriveway 

Propo,\)'"Uuo Oc:.c:rlµ\100 
. ' .. . .. . . . .. 
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., 

. MM DD YYYY 
NFIRS-1 i 

A, I • 12042 ~ l.22.J I 2022 jsnj • ! 2022,.ooooons ! 000 [J Dclolo BASIC I 
0 Cllnnga , . I 

FOID lnolc/onl _Doto • Stallon lncl~onl Number 

Kl Person/EntJty lnv9lvec:, 

D 

K2 

LocolOpHon 

Chac:k Utl" b0111 Ir S(Vnc 
Oddre-s-,. ·.Js lncidc,,l 
Location IS•cllon B). 
lhon skip lhc three 
dupllc.nle nddres;; 
llnos. 

Mr., Ms., Mrs. 

Number 

Post Offii:c Bo,i 

LJ. 

8uslne•s'Na111e iir npplicablo) 

j<•l.;li.nd,, 

l'rcna Strool or Hlgl_,way 

AptlS"Jte_JRoom City ' 

r 

LJ 
Ml 

Slnlc ZIP Code 

Owner ~ Snmo a• pars.on ' 
ln•ol~od? Thon chuck 

Lacal Oplio"n 'this box and !iklp 
thl! rps\ or this_ block. B~sinoss Nome (ii OJJpilcablii) 

LJ 

--··-.. ···-----... • _______ J 

Ar«?::. Code Phone Nllmbor 

laslName· 

1. (__J 
SlroelTypc Sum, 

J • ! 

I 
1 

Area Cotlri Phono Numbor l. 
l 

! 
D Check'ltils ~ox If same 

oddre,~ ns lnalde1n1. 
locn~lon fScc:llofl B}. 
U,cn skip lho lhrcc 
.duplicwlc addrCcs 
tines. 

Mr., Ms,, Mrs, Flrnl Ntimo hll Lns\ N.1mc Sutfoc 

I ..__ ____ _.I' L.J 
NumlJer" 

Post O.tnc:~ 00Jl 

Slate ZIPCodo 

M AuthorlzaUon 

Check bo• II 
snm~ ns 
Officer In· 
Qh~rgc. 

t..____,___. __ 0_1_1-_,s I 
Of0(;c_r In ctuugc IP 

~-~ l.._---,-_._ __ 01_7~91 

Mornbar mokl,:-9 r~porl io· 

Prorr~ Slroel or Ulghwily 

City 

Mnrt< DIiion Posllfon or rank 

Slonnturo Mnrk Dillon PO~iiion Or nmk 

I 
Strocl Type 

L...J 
Suflix 

I 
I 

.._!F_i.r_ .. _t,_,i._ .. t _ _.! LJ L.J f._ __ ,..! · ! 
As~ignmc,it Monlh Oay_ • Yonr ) • 

f.._:_ir_e_cn_i_e·_f _! L.J LJ ,_j _ __.! l 
As"Sigllrnciit Month Ony Vonr i 
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• 

!snj. J 2022-000909,s 1 ·1 000 ·1 □ Dololo_ :i~11Jon lnoldonl Numbor ·E•po•ur~ • □ Chango 

Page 3 of9 

.~FIRS~1 
.s"'~IC 

. ! _ .. _ .. __ --~-4 ... __ .... ~- _____ ... , , -L Remarks 
Local OpUon 

I ,CS32, C531, E535, ES32, LS31 respond~~ to a reported structur~i £°ire at the 
stated aqdress. Upon arr iv a). C.532 reported he~vy fire from. t'i1e· front of • 
th~ structure antj had E532 pull 2 preconnect~ to begin fir~ atta~k. E535 
secured a wa:ter source and began s.upplying water tq E532. E532 .also· used 
the deck g_un to ·protect t·he struct11.re. to the west ,of .. t_he f_ire building .. LS31- arrived. on scene and. assisted with· manpower. C531 arri,ved on scene . 

. and assumed commanq ~nd instructed ES.32 crew to ·perform a sear.ch of this st~ucture. ES.32 ~rew made access· ·on the ·c side of the structure through a 
. w'ipd~w. There were no 9c;:cupan i: i;; found in·· the room, so tl:ley proceeded • to the adjacent room and found one fire (atali'ty positioned betw~en the bed 
• and the dresser. The rest of che f\~-i;\ictwcl? was not able co be accessed dtJ,e 
to the am·9unc of {ire still present,. so ES32 crew exit~d, the_ window ·they_ mad_e acce$s through_. cs~-1 c::alled for·mutual aid from Regic;mai _·Fire and they .sent E586 and C586 and they were.. used fpr manpower·. Ther.e was .a heavy 
amount of fire at the front· of' the stri:i.~ture and the car'port _area, as well 
as a car in tr1;e dr:i._veway, '200~ H.ond? Ac;cord: See PD report .2022-01098°6. . 

' 
C531 received reports of a live electr;.ical wire in the backyar<;l. and SCIP 
was contacted to· secure th~ electricity. S~ Gas was also contacted. to. _secure the_ gas and perform a pressure test. Once. the f.i·re was. cci_ntrolled C531 called for Pi~al. County. Task Force- to respond to assist wit!). investig.at.ion to det·ermir:t.e fire cause and the -lWF was contacted as. weli. Phoenix ATF off ice ~ent one ··fire investi.gatoi -to Coolidge· to as1?-ist. • Once 
the fire ;?as.· oi..1t another :;,eq.rch. of the, ~.tructl_).re was pe~formed • an¢ no other occupants were. found. The sc!;!ne wal? secur.ed and CPD assigned a detective to assist .with the ·deatq investigi;i.t.ion. 
The· Arson Task Force began its investig_ation and· narrowed the fire origin are.a to. tne carport ·area that· connected to $ide D of the structure. Sid·e A 
artd D -sustained the most extensive damage. CPD aBd Task Force members interviewe·d fan1ily members on sc~ne and they· a_dvtsed that the. occupant would !'.'egularly smoke· in t_he carport area ~nr. · ciYspose of her smoking materials :!.n a· wooden asht.ray. t-iumerous. rlainmable liquid cont;ainers .. were <;1-lso _fou_nd- in the· carport ~·rea. Family. memb~ts· ·a_lso • ~aid ttia:~ t-he carport was. covered with a cloth shaoe over th~ top and the sides. Pinal ·county Medical ~xaminers office was called·to sec).lre the fatality and the ~eport is• pending toiicology results. See Arson Ta~k Forte Repor~ 

•·: 

. l 
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• 
Kl Pers-on/EnUty Involved 

locnlOpuon 

O Check lhls bo, lf,•omo • Mr M M . 
o1ddre~9 ns inddor,I . ·, ~ ••. r5 , 

~ocollon (Section B). 
Uum skip lha lhrnc 
dupuc·ntc: :1tldre::.s 
lines. l'l•mber 

Posl O!Jlao Bo• 

tsT1! • 12022~0000091s I ooo 

'Sl,1tlan • lnchJenl Number ·Ewpo11uru 

!~icole LJ !Gustafson 

Fir6lNamc last Name 

~ 
PreflJt Slroul ar ttlghW.ay 

Apl./ScdtclR001tt 

j" 

D Oolelo 

0 Chonge 

I 
AreaCado 

NFIRS-1S 
SUPPLEMENTAL 

r 

sum, 

Stroot Type 

1 
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• B 

.Bl 

Property .IJetalls 

.._ ___ ___.1 l D Nol Residential 
Estimated numb,i:~ or residcnll;il livl!'lg unils In bulldln!J of orloln wholho, or nol ail unlls be coma lnvoluo<.I 

B2 ,..._ _____ 1.J! 0 Buildings nol involved 
Number of bullcJlng~ lnvcilvod 

B3 1.,_._.;,.__..Jj ~- None 

D 

Acres. burnad 
l•u_l.:;luq Ores) 

Ignition 

0 Less lhan one acre 

Dl ~ IVeticle sc.o:-age area; ga,: I 
Aro.i of lire or.loin 

·* D2 ~!Hot Ot'!' smoldering object, I Hon\ uau,co 

* D3 l..;.!_j !Multiple it.ems first igni 1. 
1\cm n,1,1 

* 1.0 Check be• II tire Hprc,'ld w:.s ignlUH..I confined lo objt!cL of otigln. 

04 ~ ll•lu.lt.iple .c_yp_es of. mate~·~,) r 
Typo or mo\orlol prsl lgnllo~ ttoQUJrod ortl;t If llcrn_ flrs~ 

lgnllod cudo Is 00 or <70 

Fl Equipment Involved In Ignition ~OnC C::::l IJ c:qulpmonl wos no\ blVOl'lod, ship lo Soctlon G 

I II I 
Equip,nonl lnvolvod 

Arand I I 
MotJot L I 
Scri:,,I S: I I 
Ycnr I I 

Hl Mobile Property Involved oNonl! 

1 !8l Not involved In lgnllfon, bul burned 
2 8 I Involved In lgnllion. but dld nol bum 3 Involved In lgnllion and burned 

IAcco1·d 

MohHo prOpc-r\}' IT\ctlcl 

!CJY145•: I I A?. I Llccn!la.PlillO Number S\nlo 

Page 5 of 9 

C On-Site Malerlals 
or Products 

~Jona Comp/otc If there wont GR)' slgnlnc.Onl omoun1s of commcrckd, indus\rin\, cr,argy, or ngrlcullUrt\l products or m;'ltcrlc,ls on the properl~. wh·olher Enter Lip lo lhrcc codc:s. 
Cl~ock one box for cnch_code or1torod, 

On-slle! m11t11r'lnl ( 1} 

I 
011-slle mnlcrlril (2)' 

.. .. 

or not lhcy beca1no lnvolvad 

O~lls Mata_rlale Storage Ueo 

Sulk stomgo or wnrol,ouslog Procas$1ng or n,nnuf:icturlng Packopou paod• lor snlo 
Ropnir or. s~r,,Jc:c 
Undotorml"n:d 

Hulk :tor nob Ot" wnrchoutlng Proc.o:o:al119 o.r mnnufnclvring Pnckogod yoods for s~lo 
R•l'alr or sorvlcc 
Undclcrmlnoc.J 

Oulk star.igo or worohu'1sln9 PrQcc.:;f;::.lng or m-'nur"ct.urlng 
Pc<:".:(uao 909'dS. for 5l\let Rc·p:,,lr or ,arvfcrz 
Undolormlnod 

El Cause of lgnltJon 

* 
~• !Skiµ lo I Human Factors Soclicn G E3 ContrlbuUng to Ignition 

□ Chuck bo~ if th1:, ita•on C)lfJosurc rcparl. • 

-i □ Cl1cck all .sppUanblu bO)I.I!!~ *lB} Nuno 
lnlcnllonal 

2.~ Unintentional 10 Aslocp 
30 Failure of equipment or heal source 2 □ Paa~tbly lmpiilrctJ by 

.aJcohot or drugs 40 Acl or nature 

30 Unnllend'ed par!ion ~B Cause under- investigation 
Cause undetermined arter investigation 40 Possibly mcnlaUy dlsabled 

sO Physfc.illy U~st1blc~ E2 Factors ContribuUng to Ignition 

* 
eO Mul\lplc p~rsons Involved 

0 Non'l 
1 □ Age was a factor I 11 I lb.bitndoned or discarded .macer I Estimated age.a{ 

H>etor co,mlllullny 10 lonlllon (-1) 
person involved L...J (__JI I ~actor conlrlbuHnu 10 lijnlllol\ IZ) 10 Male 2 □ Female 

F2 Equipment Power.Source G Fire Suppression Factors ~ None 
En\cr up lo nu co codes. L_JI I 

I I I E.Qulprncnl Poo.•~or S0,1rcc: 

Firt:! suppression f:,ctar (1 t F3 Equipment Portability 
I I I 10 Porlrible 
Flro su11prcss.lon f.ictor {2) 20 ·statlonr.iry 

Por1:11J1c equipment oowmlly Cnn oa mo·,cd o;, I I l out!: er' two.t>ctsan,. l!:i c.tu1loncd to bo used In Fire suppruss1a_n r:lclcr (!) mUhiplo loc::0Uoti1, nntJ rc4u1res no lootG to t1stolf. 

I 

I 

l 

---··- .-•-. - -·- . .. -. .. .. . . . . ..... -

H2 Mob lie Properly Type and·Make Local Use 
.o Pre-Fire Plan Available ~ !?as~:ng=r !.'oad vehicle, oj 

Somo ortha 1nfounnllon prcountQd lo Mobll<; property type. lh1~ rcporl m:,y be boaed upon raporls ff'on1 olllllt aoonclot.: ~ 1 .. 0• I D 
•• """\on a 

Arson report allached Mabllc µropcrly JlJ.lk_c □ Police report attached 
□ Coroner report atlached I I :>.•H>7. I □ 0lher reports allnched Yen, 

I I 
Vill 

, ISLruclure Ore? Please be sure Lo complete tho Slruclure Flro forrn (NFIRS-3) • '.l' . 
.. 

. . ....... ---·~··-..... , ......... ,. .. --

. -·--·· 
- .. .. 

' ' I 

• 
' ' j 

i 
I 

! 
-, 

' 
I 

1 

il 
I 

! 
i 

I 

l 

l 
I 

'1\ 
! 
I 
: 

: 
I 

l 
I 

: 
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" 

* Building Status * Building * * I
NFIRS-3 

11 Strucwre Type 12 13 14 Main Floor . STRUCTURE 

Height Size ' FIRE 

If nrc wn,5 Jn on oncfosucl bulhJbi9 or il 

t)orl:.bhtlmobJfc eslructuru, cOmploto lhu 

10 
Counl tho roof '1G part o( 

,o~t or lhl~ iotnl. Ui1cler construction lht, hluhosl slory. 

1 ~ 1Enc1a,cd bulldln(/ 2~ In Normal Use I l, 100 I 

2 D rar1ab1olmoblla s,ru~lurQ 30 I 11 
Idle, not routinely used Tot3\ squ:.rc leel 

30 0110n dltucturo 40 Under mojor renovation Tolal 11umbor of atorlo& 

40 Alr•&upporlcd structure 50 Vacant and secured 
:al or above grade 

OR 

so ien& GO Vacant and unse~ured 

so Open plptform (C,IJ,, ~iers) 1 □ Being cJ.emolishecl I oj 
I I I I 

1 □ Un(lcroround stn,ctllrc (work ruei1!i} oO Other 
Totill nu"1bor-of stories BY 

aO Connoct/vc :.lriJGlur:C (c.9.;roncos) uo UnclelerminQd 
bclawotlldt: Longth In feel Width In fool 

0 D. Olhcr type ot structure 

·-·- "-•··• -- -· - ·- . ·---·- . ~-- ···--· -· •u-• •• •• • - .. ·- - ' . -··-- ·--- _ _, _____ .... 

Jl Fire Origin 

* 11 D Below grade 

Story of Ore origin 

J3 Number of Stor.ies Damaged 

by Flame 
Count the fgo[ as pi1fl of the higl11~sl story. 

01 "um!Jcr of s,orlcs; wlmlnor d'1fflilQC 

I( Type of Material Contributing Fllost 

to Flame Spread 

0 Chock II no tlmn• •prcod on II 
snmo ns Mnlorlnl Fir$1 tpnltecJ iOlock 04, 

Flru Modulo) OR It unoUlo ta dol.-rmlnu, 

J2 Fire Spread 

* 
{1 lo 24¾ flame do111ogo) 

L 01 Numbor ol :.lotics w/siQriinr.anl di1magt:. 
Kl f 10 I f Strucc.u:-al component or! 

If fire :.pr~:id w:ui canfin~d tO objQcl of origin, 

do nol ctlur.:k. a Uo:M (Ro_(. Stock 03, Flrn Module.) 
(2S to -Hl% ttmnc d:1,:n.agc) 

Hem contributing most to flame sprc~d 

2 0 Confined to room of origin 

3 0 ·Confi_ned to floor or origin . 

01 ~umber of S\orlus -.•,'1han\oly dnnrn1oc 

(SO 10 7411
/11 11_.,n(? dtuongc) 

K2 f 6-~ f !saw,1 wood, including al I 
·rypQ.of 111ntcrhll R~qulrcd only Ir Ht:m 

4 rBI Confined to building or origin 

5 0 Beyond buildin~ of origin 

11 NumbC!r of storit:!. wlcxtrcm<: da,nilgu 

(75 lo 100'~0 tlnrnc t.l\\1111100) 

contrlbuling most lo con~rJbullno cod(! h, 00 Dr< "/0. 

fl.tm~ sprcno 

-
.. ,. ______ ·- ··- .... .... """ ... - .... - . " ... - .. ·-· _, .. .... ·-· - , ·-· ---... - -· 

Ll Presence of Detectors * L3 Detector Power Supply LS Detector EffeoUveness 

10 Battery only 
lloqulrod II llctcclor operated, 

(In urea of the fire) !8 Hardwire only 
1 □ Alerted occupants, occupants responded 

> l Skipto 
1
1 

Plug-In 20 .l\lerted o,ccupants, occupants failed 

NO !None Present 40 Hardwire with battery 
lo rnsnoncJ • 

SocUc11 M 30 

10 Present 
so Plug-in with balle.ry 

There were no occupants 

u [8] UncJelermlnecJ JB Mechanical 40 Failed Lo alert occupants 

Multiple detectors & power iJO Undetermined 

supplies 
oO 0U1er Detector Falll!re Reason 

L2 Detector Type uo Undetermined LG 

Detector. Operation 

Ro~ulrod II dctoctor fallod lo operated, 

10 Smoke L4 
10 Power failure, shutoff, or disconnect 

20 Heat 1 0- Fire too small.to activate 
20 Improper installation or placement 

30 Conibinnllon smoke and heal 
30 Defective 

:a Sprinkler, water flow detc~lion 2 0 I Operated ICompfolol 4.0 Lack of maintenance, includes 

More than ono type present 
81ock LS not cleaning 

oQ Other 3 0 1·Failecl to operate 
so Battery n1iss,ing or disconnected 

uo Undetermined ICumplot.o, I ao Battery discharged or dead 
Block LB 

70 

U O · Undetermined 
Other 

" ...... - ---
uo Undetern:iined 

'""•~•••--•"" •r ·--.·•• .. --·•-- .. ··-. - ... - - - .. ------ --- ............ -·· .... ._ ~----

Presence of AutomaUc * 
--

Ml M3 OperaUon of Aut.omatJc Reason for AutomoUc 

Extinguishing System Extinguishing System MS Extlngulahlno System Failure 

N (8) None Present 

1 0 'Present 
/

Complete re:st 
Required Jf llrQ \'Ji1S wiChin deGigoecJ rart,ic 

R~qulrcd Ir ~yalom 'ailod or flol afrec:tivo 

2 0 Partlal System Present or 1 □ Operated/effective 

U D Undetermined • 
Sr.ctlon 1,1 

20 

{go to M4I 10 System shut off 

0peroted/not effective 

30 
IQ• loM,IJ 20 Not enough agent discharged 

M2 Type of Automatic Extinguishing Fire loo sm;ill lo.aclivate 
30' 

System · 40 Failed lo operate 
Agent dischargod bul did not 

(uo lo MS) 
reach Ore 

10 
Rcqulr1Jd if firtt wns wlU~ln dt!:ilarioU ronoo ol ~ES ·oo Other 40 Wrong lype or system 

Wet-pipe uo 
2 □ Dry-pipe sprinkler 

Undetermined sQ Fire nol in area protected 

.. 30 Other spri,:ikler system Number of Sprinkler 
a· □ System components damnged 

4"0 Dry chemical system M4 
so Foam system 

Heads Operating 70 Lac~ of malnienance 

60 Halogen-type system 
Required if sysCam oporntad eO Manual intervention 

10 Carbo11 dioxide (CO2) system I I oO Other 

0 0 Other special ,hazard system 

u O Undetermined 
Numbtr of sprinklor ~,uo~s. operating U O . Undetermined 

I: 
I 
l 
I 

; 

' I 
. 

; 

·-· 
; 

·-
. 



Case 2:23-cv-01665-DJH   Document 1-1   Filed 08/15/23   Page 53 of 75

\ 

I 

It 

MM DO YYYY ~I 12 II 2022 I jsnj 
lni:i<lont (?nto Slntlon 

.j 2022-000009751 j. 000 
lncidon·l Number 

0 Oclelc 

0 Chango 

Page 7-of 9 

NFIR5-4 Clvlllan 
Fire Casualty 

~1-~,..'i ... c,..Q_le ____ _., _____ __.1 LJ fir<! Nan10 
-Ml 

001 

fGuzt.e1fson 1 • I 'r-[_a~. ,~IT:N,::on,~n~•-----,-------------1 
i,;S-ul"'fl•--" 

C8SUDlly Nurnbor D Age or Date of Blrf!t 

I ... _ ___., □Months (for infants) 
Age 

OR 
Onie of Birth 

~L!!-1 I ff/7 I 
Mon pt Dny Va;.r 

El Race 

1~Whlte 2 Black, African American· 3 , Am. li1dian, Alaska Native. 4 Asipn . 
.5 Native Hawaiian, 0lher 

·Pacific Islander 
OB Other, mulli~~cial U Unclctermlned 

E2 Etnlclty 

1 QHispanic or L.atino 
oO Non Hispanic or Latino 

F AffillaUon 
1 18] Civilian 
2 OEMS., notfire department 
.3 QPolice 
0 □other 

G Qate and Tim& of Injury 
Mldn;ghl Is ODDO. 

Pnlo or l~Juri• Tfmo oi' Injury 

~I I 1.211 :rn22· I I .03s1 I Month ri:iy Ycor Hour Minute, 

H Severity * 
1Q Minor ·,o Moderate 

30 Severe 

4 □ Ure lhreatenlnlJ 

S~Death 

UO Uridetermlned 

I Cause of lnJul}' 
1 0 E~poscd h> fin, products Including flame 

J t:tuman Factors 
Contributing to Injury 

K Factors ContJ:ibutlng • to lnjU_I}' . 
0 Non~ 

Ii eat, smol,e,. nnd gas. • 
2 0 Exposed to.to•lc fumes 0U1er than smoke . 3 0 Jumped in osonl'e oltempt 
4 ·o Fell, slipped, orl'ripped 
5 ~ Caught or trap pod 
6 • 0 Struc\ural collapse ].-0-Struck by or contact viith object 
0 0 Ov.crexertion r;,r strain 
9 0 Mulllple causes 
0 0 Other 
U O Undeterminod . 

Check o,tl opplicnblo boxc:;: 
1 ~ Asleep 
2 0 \Jnconsclous 
.3 0 Possibly Impaired lly_ o!~c;,liol 
·<I O Possibly Impaired _by ~U,ordrug 
5 0. Possibly mentally disabled 
G O Phy$ically dis;,bled 
7 0 'Physlc,illy restrained_ 
8 0 Unattended po.~son . 

Enter up.to lhro·.e c011tributin9 f~ctars . -~ fEgre'ss problem; othei: 
ConlrlbuUn9 loclo, (1) 

LJ IL-- _____ .....11 
Contrib1Jllo(J f:Jch,r (2) 

LJ ·'~-------ll 
Conltlbullng loclor I~) 

. ........ - .,.. .. ... .. .. . ....... _....... ........... --· .. -. ... -"'·•··---L Activity When Injured Ml Loc~tlon at Time of lncldenl 
M~ Story et Start of Incident 

Complclo ONLY II lnJurv occurra,i INSiOE 

1 0 ln nr~u o·f origl~ ~no _no\ lnvolved 1 0 Escupin(l 2 I&! Nol In ;irea of origiJ\ nnd nol lnvolvc<l StQty at ~lnrl Of lnclll~nl • .I 11 D B.clow grodc 
2 0 Rescue attempt 3 0 Nol in" area or origi!l, llul ln·,olvcd. 

Strii'y WhE>ro Injury Occ.urred 
3 0 Fire control 4 D In area or origin and involvod M4 4 0 Return to Ore belore conrrol 0 0 Other Locntlcin 

Story whoro rnJu,y 0ccllrrod. 11 I 11 0. Below grade 
0 Roturn la fire af:er conlrol U Q UmJclcrmined dlrlcronl lrum M3 

5 -6 f81· Sleeping M 2 Gena_ral Location at_Tlme ~ ~nJul}' ·MS Specific Locat.lon at Time 
; 0 Unable ta act 

I 
Skip lo I of_lnjul}' 8 0 Irrational act· • 1 0 ·1 In c1rco-of Ore or lo.in Scc11oii·N Co111pletc ONLY I( cnsually NOT 1n nr·eil of origin 0 0 Other 

2 @ In bull ding, but not In arc,! . D Undelerminod 

I 2.1 I jaedr:oam - < 5. per-.scns; incl 

u 
3 0. I Outside. but not In ;.iron L Skip lo I Specmc tocnUon a\ limo.of Injury Block M5 • .. 
u □ Undeterrnlne • 

••• •~ • r • -•• •~ ·¥ ...... - - •. ... - --· - -· - - ·-·-·--·· ··- .. 

-•• ••-.n• -----· .. -· .. .. .. ...... .. .. . - e,o - -- - . 
N PrJmar; Appare"t Symptom 0 Primary Area of Body Injured polsposltlon 01 ~ Smoke only. asphyxiation 

1 B Head • -0 transported to ~1111:!rgen.cy car-e facility 
11 0 Burns mid smol<,e inhalati<1n 2 . Neck and shoulder 12 0 Burns only· 

O Thora• 
Remarns 

~ 
Laaolopllan 

,21 0 Cul, 1,meralion 
4 0 Alltlomen 33 0 Strain or sp.ratn-
5 D Spill!! 96 Q·stiock 
6 0-Upper extremllies, 96 0 Pain only 
7 0 Lowor exlrer.niliEis Look up e ~ud.• only If tho syn1plo'!' Is llO! found obovc 8 0 Internal 

--1 p I 9 l8J Multiple body parts .• 

-

Primary appare~t symplom 

. . .... . . ... ---· .. .. -· . -
... . .. . . -~ H 

. ·, 

I 
·I 

~ 

I 
i 
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I 
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• 

1.1M OD yyyy. 
NFIRS-9 

A j· • 120,12 I ~ ~ 112 j j 2022 I lsnj ·12022-000009751 I ooo I 0 Oclolo APPARATUS : 
Expo:mrc ~O Clmnoc 

_FDIO & State-◊ lnul.d,mt-Onlo. ~- • S\.1tian lr1clthmt Number * OR RESOURCES 

-· .... ·-- -· - - -·· -- _ . ., .. _ .. - .. ·-

B Apparatus or Dates and Times 
Mldnlohl ,. 0000 

Resources Check U s""1t dnle ns Al;,rm doll! on the Bn•lc Module {Block E1) 

~ -~ MonU1 Day Vcnr Hour I Min 
"Use·cotl~:i lislcdbnlow 

G 10 I CARS3 j Dispatch 121 • wJ LllJ I 2022 I· 0'111 

~ wJ Lw I Arrival 2022 0417 

* ~ 
Type Clear l8l wJ 112 1 I 2022 1155 

0 ID. j CAR$3 j Dis1>atch 18] ·w.J lEJ I. 2022 0357 

l8J l.lli I i2 I Arrival 2022 0105 

* 
Type L.22...1 Clear f81 lliJ wJ 2022 131:t 

0 Dispatch f8l U1i..l LEJ ID I E532 I 
2022 0401 

12] Lil..l lli.l Arrival 2022 0108 

* 
Type LEJ Clear f81 I.ill w.J 2022_J 1155 

CD 10 I E:535 I Dispatch· 12] l.QiJ ~ 2022 I 0406 

Arrival 181 wJ uiJ 2022 I 0415 

* 
Type L!2J Clear ~ L£§J wJ 2022 I 0750 

m 10 I L531 I Dispatch f81 w.J 1.11..J )2022 0'136 

Arrival ~ IJl.§.J 1.11.J 2022 I 044-9 

* 
Type l£.J .. Cloar l2J IJl.§.J Lw 2022 0558 

0 10 I I Dispatch D LJ LJ 
Arrlvnl 0 LJ LJ 

* 
Type LJ Clear 0 LJ LJ 

m ID I I Dispatch 0 LJ LJ 
Arriv.il D .LJ LJ 

* 
Type LJ. Clear ·O.LJ LJ 

[TI Dispatch D .LJ L.J I fO I I 
Arrival D LJ L.J I I 

* 
Type LJ Cle.:ir □ LJ. LJ I I 

0 10 I I Dispolch 0 L.J L.J I I 
Arrlyal □ LJ LJ I I 

* Type LJ Cle.ir □ LJ LJ I I 1 
- - ·····-· ------~ .............. _ ·~ .. ---·· - . ··-

Apparatus or Resource Type 

Ground Fire Suppression 

11 Engine 

12 Truck or-oorial 

13 Quint 

14 Tonker and puonpc,r co111bln0Uon 

1 G Brush lruc~ 

17 ARFF (aircraft res~ue and tlroiighting) 

10 Ground lire suppression, olhor 

H,;iavy Ground Equipment 

21 Dozer or plow 

22 Troctor 

24 Tanker or londer 

20 Hoauy ground ociulpmcnt, other 

....... 

Aire.raft 

,11 AircrnlJ: llxod-wing lanker 

42 Helilankcr 

43 Hcllcopter 

40 Aircraft, othor 

Marine Equipment 

51·Flre boat with pun,p-. 

52 Boat, no pump 

53 lliarinc c<1uipmor1l, olhor 

Suppor:t Equipment' 

61 Breathing ar,pnraiu-s support 

62.Light and air urill 

60 Support apparatus, other 

. . 

·•--..--·•··- .. ·--- -- . ·- ...... ,.._ ... --------- -·· -; 

Sent Number Apparatus 

* 
Actions I 

* 
Use Taken i 

of Choe~ ONE bo• for o~ch 

People npporalu:a lo lndlcato its Ll1l up to ,I actions I 
mnl,, use Lil 1~15 lm;:ih.ler'II forc:1ch nnn\lrolu!. ; 

D Suppression ~-u 
l8J I I D EMS 

I 

01 
LJLJ : 

f81 Other i 

' 
□ Suppression -~LJ.· 

~ I I (j EMS 01 

~ 

~ 

l8J I 02 I [I 
D 
~ 

~ I 01 I D 
D 
~ 

r8I I 01 I □ 
D 
D 

181 I I D 
D 
D 

l8l I I D 
D 
D 

181 I I D 
D 
D 

~ I I D 
D 

.. ..... 

.Medical and Rescue 

71 Rescue unit 

Other 

Suppression 

EMS 

Other 

Suppression 

EMS 

OU1er 

S1,1ppression 

EMS 

Other 

Suppression 

EMS 

Other 

Suppression 

EMS 

ou,er 

Suppression 

EMS 

Other 

Suppression 

EMS 

Other 

- -~ ... .. 

72 Urban soarch and rescue unit 

73 Hl!Jll•al}!Jle rescue unit 

75 BLS unit 

76 ~LS unit 

70 Mcdic:il n11d rc,scuo unil, other 

Other 

91 Mobile com111and post 

92 Chier officer car 

93 HazMat unit 

94 Type 1 hand crew 

95 Typ~ II hand crew 

99 Prtvatoly owned vehlclo 

OD OIiier apparatus/ resources 

LJLJ 
l22:.Jt.J 
LJU 
~LJ. 
LJLJ 
~LJ 
LJLJ 
LJL.J 
LJLJ 

LJLJ 
LJU 
LJLJ 
LJLJ 
LJLJ. 
LJLJ 

l~;~~ratus? /,. 
Use additional 

I 

NN Nono 
UU Unda1ermined 

I 

. 
I 

l 
I· 

I 
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\ 

I 

~ I 12042 
FDIO. 

B Apparatus or 
Resources 
lJoe codes listed below 

Page 9 of 9 MM DO YVYY 

~ l£J I 2022 !5T1! I 2 0 2 2 - 0 0 0 0 0.9 7 5 j ,! 0 0 0 I O Oolale 
lncldonl Number Expasuro O Cl1an·ge 

NFIRS-10 
PERSONNEL 

lncidcnl ODie Slnlion 

Dates and Times Midnight is 0000 Sent Number Apparatus. * Actions 

* 
Use Tal<en 

Check II smno llnlo il':.. Alnrm dole on the BaSlc: Modul1J (Block E1) of Check ONE bo, !or c~ch ~ ~ Monlh 0".Y Y~ar Hour/ Min People :ippnr:,loc lo indicnlc Us list up lo 4 aclions rnnln \A'C!' nt lhJs lnctaont tor c:u:h n .. "'rr:\lu~ 

• h. .... -.~ .. ,, t ...... ,~ ••••• , .. .. _ ..... ·.' . . . . .. -•-I' -.. -· -- -· ..i.. .... . .: ............ _.., ........ -- - -. [JJ ID ·1 CARS3 j Dispatch 181 l.,QfJ lJ2J I 2022 I I 0411 I D Suppression l.£JLJ 
Arrlval ~ l.9.&J L1lJ I 2022 i 1· o,n 1 I f8l I 01 I D EMS * Type~ Clear r8l L£§J Lill I 2022 I I 1155 I 181 Other LJLJ Personnel* 

Rank or Atten9 Action Action Action Action 
Name 10 

Grade -~ Taken Taken- Taken Taken 0179 Mark Dillon Fire Chief [8) 81 - •. 
.. -· . .... 0· ID I .c-ll,R53 I Dispatch r8J w.J Lill I 2022 I I 0351 I D Suppression ~LJ ~ lliJ w.J Ll.Q~J r ot1os I ~ I I D Type 1LEJ Arrlv_al 

01 EMS * Clear ~1 I CG I I 1 ;: I 1.20.12 1 11314 I ~ Other LJLJ ·Pe"rsoelmel * 
Name Rank or Attend Action Action Action Action 

,, 
Grade r81 - Taken Taken Taken Taken 0002 Ted McHugh Assistant [8) 81 -·· ... . - . . 

·-· .. 
··- . -· . -- . - . . 0 ID I E532 I Oispalch ~ l..2.§J lllJ I 2022 I I 0401 I r8l Suppression l22J LJ 

Arrival 181 l.£§_J L.uJ I 2022 I I 0·4oa I r8] I 02 I D EMS * _Type L2LJ Clear ~ L9.§_J l.gJ I 2022 I I Hss I D Oilier LJLJ Personnel* 
Rank or Atterid Action Action Action Action 

t:Jam·e ID 
Grade 181 Taken Taken Taken Taken 0327 Logan Mayo. Fire Staff r81 11 0001 Matt i'<layo Fire-Capta l8l 11 

.. .. . - -GJ ·olspatch ~ wJ LlLl I 2022 I I 0406 I l8l Suppression-

ID I E535 I 
~LJ 

Arrival 181 LQiJ ll1..I I 2022 I I 011 s I 181 I 01 I □ EMS * ~ ·LJLJ 
Type 

Clear [8J I 66 I l..gJ I 207.2 I I o75o I D Other Personnel* 
Rank or Attend Action Action Action Action 

Name 
Grade ~ Taken Taken Taken Taken 

10 

. 
st.aft ~ 

2782 Cody Heet Fire 76 
•r•• 

.-

[I] Dispiitch (8l L£§J l..u.J I 2012 l I o-.36J t~ Suppre:1sion L22.JLJ 
ID I 1,531 I 

l8l I o 6 I I i2 I I I 1.044-9 I l8l I I D EMS 
Arrival 2022 01 * Type ~ Clear ~ I o.a I l.g.J. I 2022 I I as.ss I D Other LJLJ Personnel * · Attend Ac'tion Action Action Action 

Rank or Name 
Grade_. -~ Taken Taken Taken Taken 

ID . 

0011 Kolby ·cutrer . Fire Staff . l81 • 73 
.. 

.. _,. 

: 

! 

' ; 
l 
I 
! 

I 

i 

I 

I 

' 
l 
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l 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
The family of Niki Gust.afson wishes to express 

our sincere. thanks for the prayers, cards, 
flowers, food, and other expressions of _love 

during our time of bereavement. 
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RECEPTION 
There will be a reception with a light lunch at 

CrossRoads Church 3151 N Piper·Ave in Casa· 
Grande right after the graveside service. 
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NICOLE ERIN GUSTAFSON 
November 16, 1977 - June 12, 2022 
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Obituary 

Nicole "Niki" Gustafson, 44, of Cooiidge died on June 
12, .2022, at home. Ms. Gustafson Was bor.n in· 
Scottsdale to David and Catherine Gusta_fson on ·Nov. 
16; 1977, which was her grandfather Noel Martin's 
birthda·y. That made her very special to her 
grandparents. She was a lifelong resident of ·Pinal 
County, most. recently residing in Coolidge. She 
attend_ed Casa Grande ~nion High School. • • 

Nil<i ·was ·mother to three beautiful daughters.· She· 

cherished her girls and they cherished her. • Her 
daughters thought of her .. more as a friend than a 
mother. She was a free spirit, always ·ready for ·an 
adventure,. forever young at heart and never took life 
too seriously. She always joked that she was just a 
hippie born too late. She loved growing plants and 
flowers and· having bright colors everywhere. 

Niki avidly phot·ographed eve·rything and left her 
.daughters numerous pictures and videos of their 
lives together, the places they had been and things 
they had done. ·she also loved· social media, 
especially posting her pictures. She loved the people 
in her life and reconnecting with old friends and 
distant relatives through social media. Hearing from 
an old friend or relative always gave her such a thrill. 

SLJrvivors include her daughters, Alexis Salazar, 
Paityn. Kinne and Chloe Widen of Casa Grande; her 
parents, of Casa Grande; two. brothers, Martin 
Gustafson of Casa Grand~ and Kenny Gustafson of 
Arizona City; and her grandfather Allan Gustafson: 
She .was preceded in death by grandparents, Noel 
and Evelyn Martin and Betty· Gustafson: 

I 
,· ,... . JI • 

.,,, ,:~.:~p-\ . \ 
1·7 

·< .-G}i-. .)J.9i \ ~~~ < •• 
( .. ~ . ~ .. ,'!..-- ' • ( . ,. . . / .. ~~- .... 
I/~•:< ·;-.I". :,-- ":.~, \ l 

........... ··r .. l,,,. t.• •. ·1t·•.--"t~, \ -.::)/•. 11:l""". ,. 
--✓ ~ 

ce·lebration of Niki's Life 

• w·eIcome and Pra:Ver .................... Pastor Ric Felder 

• "Cows on the Hill" Jay Unger & Molly Mas.on 

.. 
Family Memories ... : ........... ,. .... : ...................... . 

Video Presentation .... : .................................. . 

"Hand .in My Pocket" Alanis Morissette 
"Hotel California" Eagles 
"Everything I Wanted" . • Billie· Eilish 

Message ..................................... Pastci'r J-ynn Adams 

Recessiona I. ....................... : .. .' .............................. Music 

"Stolen Dance"· Milky Chance 

Graveside service immediately following at 
Mountain. View Cemetery. 

John 14:6 

.:: am ;.2-c:,··..ri.n9 you with c. gift--peacc of ni.L·,~ ari...:i 
:•,.-: 0•-•· :-nci ·,-h.,.._. pe~ce "t 1 iv,:· ''°· ·,. ·:if· '-h~ 'vnrl·:1 
' · ._." • : L. ~ I \., • \. _.,. , c,..i .! -• • . .,. _h ,, (. r ~ \., L l_. 1/ •.j ~ 

-:.~:.nt)L;L -:~~\'·~~-5(.) d(1n it·[:(:: i:/c.;:.1L-!l2ci c,r a{raifi (NIV) 
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FJLED 
• REBECCl:t.PADILL DAVID GUSTAFSON and Mel Linda Hehnick- Pfo.tpetOF su~·ERl9R C~URT 

9585 North Signal Peak Road 2023 JUN -6 PM 4: OB 
Coolidge Az 85128 

Telephone - 520-723-3791 

Email. 9585Dag@gmail.com 

ai _______ (MG 
oc,•un---

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF PINAL 
DAVID GUSTAFSON, individually and as 
personal representative of NICOLE 1---------------, 

GUSTAFSON, Deceased and Mel Linda Case No CV2023- 6/(J}J 
Helmick, homeowner 

Plaintiffs, 

vs. 

TOWN OF COOLIDGE, a municipal 
corporation, CITY OF COOLIDGE FI~ 
DEPARTMENT AND OR FIRE DISTRICT, 

CERTIFICATE RE 

COMPULSORY 

ARBITRATION 
AND JOHN DOES and JANE DOES I-V; 1-----------'-------' 

BLACK & WHITE PARTNERSHIPS I-V•, 
BLACK & WHITE CORPORATIONS I-V, 

Defendants. 

. ~nsePH R. GEORGIN! 

PURSUANT TO RULE 78, PLAINTIFFS assert that this case is not subject to 

compulsory arbitration. 

~~ 
Mel Linda Helmick 

CONFORMFO COPY J:URNISHED 
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DAVID GUSTAFSON and Mel Linda Helmick- Pro per 

9585 North Signal Peak Road 

Coolidge Az 85128 

Telephone - 520-723-3791 

Email. 9S85Dag@gmail.com 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF PINAL 
DAVID GUSTAFSON, individually and as 
personal representative of NICOLE 1-----------------. 

Case No CV2023-0lr is GUSTAFSON, Deceased and Mel Linda 
Helmick, homeowner 

Plaintiffs, 
SUMMONS 

vs. 

TOWN OF COOLIDGE, a municipal 
corporation, CITY OF COOLIDGE FIRE 
DEPARTMENT AND OR FIRE DISTRICT, AND JOSEPH R. GEORGINI JOHN DOES and JANE DOES 1-V; BLACK & 
WHITE PARTNERSHIPS 1-V•, BLACK & WHITE 
CORPORATIONS 1-V, 

Defendants. - -- - ---------- ---
THE STATE OF ARIZONA TO THE DEFENDANTS: CITY OF COOLIDGE FIRE 

DEPARTMENT AND OR FIRE DISTRICT, 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to appear and defend, within the time 

appHcable, in this action in this Court. If served within Arizona, you shall appear and 

defend within twenty (20) days after the service of the Summons and Complain upon you, 

If service is made outside of Arizona or by registered or certified mail, or by publication 
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-you shall appear and defend within thirty (30) days after the service of the Summons 
and Complaint upon you is complete, exclusive of the day of service. 

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that in case of your failure to appear and defend 
within the time provided, judgment by default will be rendered against you for the relief 
demanded in the Complaint. RCP 4(b ). 

You must file an Answer or proper response in writing with the Clerk of the Court 
accompanied by the necessary filing fee, within the time required, and you are require to 
service a copy of any Answer or response upon the Plaintiff. 

Requests for reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities must be 
made to the division assigned to the case by parties at least 3 judicial days in advance of 
a scheduled court proceeding. 

THE PLAINTIFF'S ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER IS: 
PRO PER PLAINTIFF 
DAVID GUSTAFSON and Mel Linda Helmick- Pro per 
9585 North Signal Peak Road 

Coolidge Az 85128 

Telephone - 520-723-3791 

Email. 9585Dag@gmail.com 

Dated : [P_~ 1£-/J 5 
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Pinal Court Messenger Service 
P. 0. Box 2989 
Florence, Arizona 82132 
(520) 709-5751 

F-': Lt. D 
_ 1~c1·8fa,CA PADILU, 
CLERf<.QF.§.U~~RIOR COUF<: 

2928 JUL 18 AM 10: ~2 
Invoice#: ~ RP 

BY __ ~=---~VA. 
DO'U ry 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA IN AND FOR THE COUNTY 
OF PINAL 

DAVID GUSTAFSON, INDIVIDUALLY and as 
personal representative of NICOLE GUSTAFSON, 
Deceased and Mel Linda Helmick, homeowner 

PLAINTIFFS, 
vs. 

TOWN OF COOLIDGE, a municipal corporation, 
CITY OF COOLIDGE FIRE DEPARTMENT 
AND OR FIRE DISTRICT, AND JOHN DOES 
and JANE DOES 1-V; BLACK & 
WHITEPARTNERSHIPS 1-5, BLACK & WHITE 
CORPORATIONS 1-5, 

DEFENDANTS. 

Case Number CV2023-01125 

Affidavit of Service of Process 
By a Private Person 

Documents: SUMMONS, COMPLAINT, CERTIFICATE RE COMPULSORY 
ARBITRATION 

-Date Received: 7-11-23 File number: 
Received From: DAVID GUSTAFSON & MEL LINDA HELMICK, PRO PERS 

UPON: CITY OF COOLIDGECITY MANAGER RICK MILLER, BY LEAVING A TRUE 
COPY OF EACH WITH MARIAH COCOV A, ACCOUNTING CLERK, WHO IS 
AUTHORIZED TO ACCEPT, WHILE AT 130 W. CENTRAL, COOLIDGE, ARIZONA ON 
7-14-23 AT THE HOUR OF 11:02 A.M. OF SAID DATE. 

Tom J. Rankin 
Affiant authorized under A.R.C.P. 4 to serve 
legal papers in the above matter. Certified in 
Pinal County PN20130007 

$ l 0.00 Service 

~-~ 
Notary Public - s/ • 

Subscribed and sworn to bef?f me;°n: 
My Commission expires: 1///3 /tf<tJtl-(;l 

Mileage Attempt Notary Public - Pinal County e LINDA M DURAN 

.5.00 Mileage : Commission No. 625316 
My Commission Expires 

RUSH __ . . s...~-•· _ April 13, 2026 

20.00 Notary and Surcharge CONFORMED COPY FURNISHED 
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Pinal Court Messenger Service 
P. 0. Box 2989 
Florence, Arizona 82132 
(520) 709-5751 

f.: LEO 
RrJ:H:CCA PADILLA 

(;.LERI'( OF SUPERIOH COUfn 

2028 JUL I 8 AM 10= t. I 
l\/\P 

gy___Jnyo~~tt-fy----

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA IN AND FOR THE COUNTY 
OF PINAL 

DAVID GUSTAFSON, INDIVIDUALLY and as 
personal representative of NICOLE GUSTAFSON, 
Deceased and Mel Linda Helmick, homeowner 

PLAINTIFFS, 
vs. 

TOWN OF COOLIDGE, a municipal corporation, 
CITY OF COOLIDGE FIRE DEPARTMENT 
AND OR FIRE DISTRICT, AND JOHN DOES 
and JANE DOES 1-V; BLACK & 
WHITEPARTNERSHIPS 1-5, BLACK & WHITE 
CORPORATIONS 1-5, 

DEFENDANTS. 

Case Number CV2023-0l 125 

Affidavit of Service of Process 
By a Private Person 

Documents: SUMMONS, COMPLAINT, CERTIFICATE RE COMPULSORY 
ARBITRATION 

-Date Received: 7-11-23 File number: 
Received From: DAVID GUSTAFSON & MEL LINDA HELMICK, PRO PERS 

UPON: CITY OF COOLIDGE FIRE CHIEF MARK DILLON, BY LEAVING A TRUE COPY 
OF EACH WITH MARIAH COCOV A, ACCOUNTING CLERK, WHO IS AUTHORIZED TO 
ACCEPT, WHILE AT 130 W. CENTRAL, COOLIDGE, ARIZONA ON 7-14-23 AT THE 
HOUR OF 11 :02 A.M. OF SAID DA TE. 

Tom J. R'::; 3 '.'Q 
Affiant authorized under A.R.C.P. 4 to serve 
legal papers in the above matter. Certified in 
Pinal County PN20130007 

$ 10.00 Service 
Mileage Attempt 

.5.00 Mileage 
RUSH 

-~m~ 
Notary Public - s/ 

Subscr.ibe~ a1~d swor!, to beF91 1
1
n~n: ,,,, /.. 

My Comm1ss1on expires: 71//9' '/l#P<. ~ 

e LINDA M DURAN 

. 
Notary Public - Pinal County 

Com mission No. 625316 
My Commission Expires 

• Aprll 131 2026 

20.00 Notary and Surcharge HEO 
CONFORMEO COPY FURNlS 
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Pinal Court Messenger Service 
P. 0. Box 2989 
Florence, Arizona 82132 
(520) 709-5751 

F!LE:.D 
, . ru•.8,ECCA PADll.l/t. 
L-L£-Rl.<.Qr-~u~~RIOR COL'i~ ! 

2928 JUL 18 AM IO: ~2 

BY ___ _ 
0£rUTY 

MP ~~--Invoice#: 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA IN AND FOR THE COUNTY 
OF PINAL 

DAVID GUSTAFSON, INDIVIDUALLY and as 
personal representative of NICOLE GUSTAFSON, 
Deceased and Mel Linda Helmick, homeowner 

PLAINTIFFS, 
vs. 

TOWN OF COOLIDGE, a municipal corporation, 
CITY OF COOLIDGE FIRE DEPARTMENT 
AND OR FIRE DISTRICT, AND JOHN DOES 
and JANE DOES 1-V; BLACK & 
WHITEPARTNERSHlPS 1-5, BLACK & WHITE 
CORPORATIONS 1-5, 

DEFENDANTS. 

Case Number CV2023-0l 125 

Affidavit of Service of Process 
By a Private Person 

Documents: SUMMONS, COMPLAINT, CERTIFICATE RE COMPULSORY 
ARBITRATION 

-Date Received: 7-11-23 File number: 
Received From: DAVID GUSTAFSON & MEL LINDA HELMICK, PRO PERS 

UPON: CITY OF COOLIDGECITY MANAGER RICK MILLER, BY LEAVING A TRUE 
COPY OF EACH WITH MARIAH COCOV A, ACCOUNTING CLERK, WHO IS 
AUTHORIZED TO ACCEPT, WHILE AT 130 W. CENTRAL, COOLIDGE, ARIZONA ON 
7-14-23 AT THE HOUR OF 11:02 A.M. OF SAID DATE. 

Tom J. Rankin 
Affiant authorized under A.R.C.P. 4 to serve 
legal papers in the above matter. Certified in 
Pinal County PN20130007 

$ 

~-~ ~~ Public - s/ • 
Subscribed and sworn to be~o'f n~e/'.n: 
My Commission expires: l///3 /tf<~~f/J 
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JELLISON & ROBENS, PLLC 
1880 I North Thompson Peak Parkway 
Suite D235 
Scottsdale, AZ 85255 
Telephone: (480) 659-4244, ext. 2 
Facsimile: (480) 659-4255 
E-mail: j im(Cl{jrlawaz.com 
JAMES M. JELLISON, ESQ. #012763 
E-mail : mark@jrlawaz.com 
MARK J. ROBENS, ESQ., #007213 
E-mai 1: rodney@jrlawaz.com 
RODNEY F.W. STATES, ESQ., #032444 

FILED 
Rebecca Padilla 

CLERIC SUPERIOR COURT 

0810112023 12:30PM 

BY: RPERRONE 

DEPUTY 

Attorney for Defendants City of Coolidge and City of Coolidge F;re Department 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF PINAL 

David Gustafson, individually and as 
personal representative of Nicole Gustafson 
( deceased), as Mel Linda Helmick, 
homeowner, 

Plaintiffs, 

VS. 

Town of Coolidge, a municipal corporation, 
City of Coolidge Fire Department and/or 
Fire District, and John Does and Jan Does 
1-V, Black and White Partnerships 1-V, 
and Black and White Corporations 1-V, 

Defendants. 

Case No.: CV2023-01125 

DEFENDANTS CITY OF COOLIDGE 
AND CITY OF COOLIDGE FIRE 
DEPARTMENT'S MOTION TO 
EXTEND DEADLINE TO ANSWER OR 
OTHERWISE RESPOND TO 
PLAINTIFFS' COMPLAINT 

Hon. Joseph R. Georgini 

Defendants City of Coolidge and Coolidge Fire Department (referred to individually below 

and also collectively as the "Defendants"), through undersigned counsel, hereby request an l l

day extension of time, extending to August 14, 2023, to answer or respond otherwise to Plaintiffs' 

Complaint. Defendants have made diligent efforts to contact Plaintiffs via telephone and email to 
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confer pursuant to Ariz.R.Civ.P. Rules 12U) and 7.l(h) and Pinal County Superior Court Local 

Rule 2.2(f), but Defendants have not been able to reach or communicate with Plaintiffs to date. 

Defendants' efforts seeking alternative contact infonnation for Plaintiffs resulted in Defendants 

obtaining PlaintiffHelmick's telephone number and email address, but Plaintiff Helmick has also 

failed to respond to Defendants requests for contact and communication to discuss the issues. 

Defendants have also attempted to contact Plaintiff Gustafson via email and have left phone 

messages for him and he has failed to contact Defense Counsel though repeatedly requested to do 

so. 

Pursuant to Ariz.R.Civ.P. Rule 7.l(a), this Motion is accompanied by a Memorandum of 

Points and Authorities in support of Defendants' request. 

MEMORANDUM OF POINTS AND AUTHORITIES 

I. STANDARD 

Arizona Rule of Civil Procedure 12, Subsection (j), requires Defendants to include a 

certificate of good faith consultation before Defendants can file their responsive pleading. 

Defendants have made diligent effo1ts to contact Plaintiffs via telephone and email to confer, but 

have been unable to reach or communicate with either Plaintiff. In short, Defendants have made 

diligent and persistent efforts to contact and consult with Plaintiffs without success. 

Rule 12(a)( l )(A)(i) requires Defendants file their responsive pleading by August 3, 2023. 

Defendants respectfully ask for an additional 11 days, extending to August 14, 2023, to engage in 

further efforts to contact and confer with Plaintiffs to resolve Defendants' issues with their 

Complaint, before Defendants are required to answer or otherwise respond to the Complaint. 

Neither Rule 12 nor related case law prohibit granting Defendants' request. In fact, 

applicable jurisprudence supports granting additional time under similar circumstances. For 

example, a court may extend the time for filing a responsive pleading even when a defendant 

failed to request an extension and failed to timely respond to the complaint, but their delay was 

2 
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occasioned by excusable neglect. Huff v. Flynn, 48 Ariz. 175, 177 (1936) ( defendant's failure to 

answer complaint while awaiting judgment on pending "motion for security for costs" constituted 

excusable neglect under the circumstances); see also Beltran v. Roll, 39 Ariz. 417, 420, 423 

(1932). 

Here, Defendants do not ask for acceptance of an excuse after the fact; rather, Defendants 

prospectively request additional time as necessary to comply with the obligatory conferral 

procedure and confirm, after such good faith consultation with Plaintiffs, the proper scope and 

substance of Defendants' responsive pleading. As is sometimes occasioned by in propria persona 

complaints, clarification regarding claims alleged is desirable in order to properly respond to and 

ultimately resolve Defendants' concerns regarding Plaintiffs' allegations and clarification relating 

thereto. See, e.g., 28 U.S.C. § 1915a (Screening of pro per prisoner civil complaints). 

IL CONCLUSION 

Defendants respectfully submit that an 11-day extension of time will allow for Defendants 

to locate Plaintiffs and confer as required by the Local Rule prior to the filing of Defendants' 

answer or other Response to Plaintiffs' Complaint. A proposed order accompanies this Motion. 

This Motion is made in good faith and not for the purpose of undue delay. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this pt day of August 2023. 

JELLISON & RO BENS, PLLC 

By: Isl Mark J. Robens 
James M. Jellison 
Mark J. Robens 
Rodney States 
Attorneys for Defendants City of Coolidge and City 
of Coolidge Fire Department 

CERTIFICATE OF FlLlNG AND SERVICE 

3 
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1 

2 

I hereby certify that on August 1, 2023, I electronically transmitted the attached 
document to the Clerk's office TurboCourt for filing, with U.S. mail service to the following: 

3 David Gustafson and Mel Linda Helmick 
9585 N. Signal Peak Rd. 

4 Coolidge, AZ 85128 
P: (520) 723-3791 5 
E: 95 5Dag~ ,gmail.com 

6 Plaintiffs Pro Per 

7 s/ Valerie-t{alb 
8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 
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FILED 

Rebecca Padilla 

CLERK, SUPERIOR COURT 
0B/04/2023 2:20PM 

BY:RPER.RONE 

DEPurY 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF PINAL 

David Gustafson, individually and as 
7 personal representative of Nicole Gustafson 
8 ( deceased), as Mel Linda Helmick, 

homeowner, 
9 

10 

11 vs. 

Plaintiffs, 

12 Town of Coolidge, a municipal corporation, 
13 City of Coolidge Fire Department and/or Fire 

District, and John Does and Jan Does 1-V, 
14 Black and White Partnerships 1-V, and 

15 Black and White Corporations 1-V, 

16 

17 

Defendants. 

Case No.: CV2023-01125 

ORDER 
EXTENSION OF TIME TO RESPOND 

18 Pursuant to Defendants City of Coolidge and Coolidge Fire Department's request for an 

19 11-day extension of time to answer or otherwise respond to Plaintiffs' Complaint, and with good 

20 cause appearing, 

21 IT IS HEREBY GRANTED, Defendants have until August 14, 2023 to answer or 

22 otherwise respond to Plaintiffs' Complaint 

23 

24 

25 

26 

1 
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The JS 44 civil cover sheet and the information contained herein neither replace nor supplement the filing and service of pleadings or other papers as required by law, except as 
provided by local rules of court. This form, approved by the Judicial Conference of the United States in September 1974, is required for the use of the Clerk of Court for the 
purpose of iniuatmg the civil docket sheet. (.%'£ INSTRUCTIONS ON NEXT PAG!i 0/." THIS FORM.) 

I. (a) PLAINTIFFS DEFENDANTS 

David Gustafson and Mel Linda Helmick Town of Coolidge, City of Coolidge Fire Department, et al. 

(b) County of Residence of First Listed Plaintiff .:..P..:.i:..an.=a::..1 _______ _ County of Residence of First Listed Defendant ,_P-'-i'-'n~a~I _________ _ 
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James M. Jellison, 18801 N. Thompson Peak Parkway 
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SUPPLEMENTAL CIVIL COVER SHEET 

FOR CASES REMOVED FROM ANOTHER JURISDICTION 

This form must be attached to the Civil Cover Sheet at the time 
the case is filed in the United States District Clerk's Office 

Additional sheets may be used as necessary. 

1. Style of the Case: 

2. 

3. 

Please include all Plaintiff(s), Defendant(s), Intervenor(s), Counterclaimant(s), Crossclaimant(s) and 
Third Party Claimant(s) still remaining in the case and indicate their party type. Also, please list the 
attorney(s) of record for each party named and include their bar number, firm name, correct mailing 
address, and phone number (including area code). 

Party Party Tyge Attorney(s) 
David Gustafson, individually and as personal 
representative of Nicole Gustafson (deceased) and Mel 

Plaintiffs Plaintiffs pro per 

Linda Helmick, homeowner 

Town of Coolidge, a municipal corporation, City of Defendants James M. Jellisons, Esq. 
Coolidge Flre Department and/or Fire District, and John Mark J. Robens, Esq. 
Does and Jane Does I - V, Black and White 18801 N. Thompson Peak Parkway 
Partnerships I - V, and Black and White Corporations I - Suite D235 
V Scottsdale, AZ 85255 

Jury Demand: 
Was a Jury Demand made in another jurisdiction? Yes Q 
If "Yes," by which party and on what date? 

No(!) 

Answer: 
Was an Answer made in another jurisdiction? 
If "Yes," by which party and on what date? 

Yes Q No(!) 
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4. Served Parties: 

The following parties have been served at the time this case was removed: 

Party Date Served Method of Service 
Town of Coolidge and City of Coolidge Fire 
Department 

July 14, 2023 Personal service, 

5. Unserved Parties: 

6. 

7. 

The following parties have not been served at the time this case was removed: 

Party Reason Not Served 
N/A 

Nonsuited, Dismissed or Terminated Parties: 
Please indicate changes from the style of the papers from another jurisdiction and the reason for the 
change: 

Party Reason for Change 
N/A 

Claims of the Parties: 
The filing party submits the following summary of the remaining claims of each party in this litigation: 

Party Claims 
Plaintiffs Claim Monell violations with respect to proper training. 

Pursuant to 28 USC§ 1446(a) a copy of all process, pleadings, and orders served in 
another jurisdiction (State Court) shall be filed with this removal. 
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