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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA 

ALEXANDRIA DIVISION 

GRAY MANUFACTURING COMPANY, INC., 

Plaintiff, 

 v. 

ASHBURN VOLUNTEER FIRE AND RESCUE

DEPARTMENT, 

Defendant. 

   Case No.  

   JURY TRIAL DEMANDED 

COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

Plaintiff Gray Manufacturing Company, Inc. (“Gray”), for its complaint against 

Defendant Ashburn Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department, states: 

Parties 

1. Gray is a corporation duly organized and existing under the laws of the State of

Missouri and having its principal place of business at 3501 S. Leonard Rd., St. Joseph, Missouri 

64503. 

2. Ashburn Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department is a non-profit corporation

organized under the laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia, with its principal business office 

located at 20688 Ashburn Rd., Ashburn, Virginia 20147. 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

3. This is an action arising under the patent laws, Title 35, United States Code, for

Ashburn Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department’s infringement of infringement of U.S. Patent 

No. 10,457,536 B2 (“the ‘536 Patent”). 

4. This Court has subject-matter jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1338(a).
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5. This Court has personal jurisdiction over Ashburn Volunteer Fire and Rescue 

Department because, on information and belief, it is registered as a non-profit corporation in 

Virginia, regularly conducts business in Virginia, and has committed infringing acts within 

Virginia, including by using a wireless portable vehicle lift system that infringes the ‘536 Patent 

and using the wireless portable vehicle lift system in methods that infringe the ‘536 Patent. 

6. Venue is proper in this judicial district and division under 28 U.S.C. § 1400(b) for 

Ashburn Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department because it is incorporated in this judicial 

district. In addition, Ashburn Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department maintains a physical office 

and service garage located in Ashburn, Virginia, which is within this judicial district and 

division, that serves as its regular and established place of business. And, as described herein, 

Ashburn Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department has committed acts of infringement in this 

judicial district and division.  

Background 
 

7. The ‘536 Patent, entitled “Vehicle Lift System with Adaptive Wireless 

Communication,” was duly and legally issued to Gray on October 29, 2019, by the United States 

Patent and Trademark Office. A copy of the ’536 Patent is attached as Exhibit A.   

8. Sefac USA Inc. offers for sale in the United States model SW3 wireless column 

lifts and posted a video link on the home page of its www.sefacusa.com website with the caption, 

“Last week, we were at Bobby’s World to commission their new set of SW3 wireless lifts. 

Bobby, we thank you for your business and this funny video.” A partial screenshot of that home 

page is reproduced below, with the link to the video appearing in the lower right corner: 
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9. Upon information and belief, the video depicts a set of the SW3 wireless column 

lifts being installed and operated in a service garage owned and operated by Ashburn Volunteer 

Fire and Rescue Department. 

10. Upon information and belief, Ashburn Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department 

purchased the set of SW3 wireless column lifts from Sefac USA Inc. and is using those lifts in a 

wireless portable vehicle lifts system that directly infringes at least independent claims 1 and 11 

and in methods that directly infringe at least independent claim 20 of the ‘536 Patent. A 

screenshot showing the SW3 wireless column lifts being used as a wireless portable vehicle lift 

system to lift a fire truck is reproduced below: 
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11. To illustrate infringement of the ‘536 Patent, Gray has attached hereto as Exhibit 

B a claim chart showing how a wireless portable vehicle lift system comprising the SW3 

wireless column lifts and its methods of operation satisfy each of the claimed limitations of 

independent claims 1, 11 and 20 of the ‘536 Patent. The claim chart of Exhibit B is incorporated 

herein by reference in its entirety. 

12. Ashburn Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department’s activities described above are 

without authorization or license from Gray.   

Count I – Patent Infringement 

13. Gray incorporates by reference and re-alleges the allegations in Paragraphs 1-12, 

above, as if fully set forth herein. 

14. Gray owns by assignment all right, title, and interest in and to the ‘536 Patent, 

including full rights to recover past and future damages thereunder. 
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15. Upon information and belief, Ashburn Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department has 

directly infringed one or more claims of the ‘536 Patent by using the SW3 wireless column lifts 

as a wireless portable vehicle lift system to lift fire trucks and other vehicles.  

16. Gray has been, and continues to be, greatly damaged by reasons of these acts of 

infringement and, upon information and belief, Ashburn Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department 

will continue to infringe the ‘536 Patent. 

17. Gray has suffered and will continue to suffer irreparable harm in its trade and 

business as a result of Ashburn Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department’s infringement of the 

‘536 Patent, for which Gray is entitled to both preliminary and permanent injunctive relief 

pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 283. 

18. Gray has suffered and will continue to suffer monetary damages, in an amount not 

yet presently known, as a result of infringement of the ‘536 Patent. 

19. Gray is entitled to monetary damages pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 284 in an amount to 

be proven at trial.   

Prayer for Relief 

Based on the foregoing, Gray prays for judgment against Ashburn Volunteer Fire and 

Rescue Department as follows: 

A. A finding that Ashburn Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department has directly 

infringed one or more claims of the ‘536 Patent under 35 U.S.C. § 271(a). 

B. An order enjoining Ashburn Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department and its 

officers, directors, managers, members, employees, affiliates, agents, 

representatives, parents, subsidiaries, successors, and assigns; those in privity 
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with them; and all others aiding, abetting, or acting in concert or active 

participation with them from: 

(1)  using, selling, and/or offering to sell in the United States 

any wireless portable vehicle lift system covered by the 

‘536 Patent; or  

(2)  otherwise infringing the ‘536 Patent. 

C. Compensatory damages under 35 U.S.C. § 284 in an amount adequate to 

compensate Gray for the infringement by Ashburn Volunteer Fire and Rescue 

Department. 

D. Attorney fees under 35 U.S.C. § 285. 

E. Pre- and post-judgment interest. 

F. Costs of the action. 

G. Such other and further relief as allowed at law or in equity that the Court deems 

just. 

Jury Demand 

Gray demands a trial by jury on all issues so triable. 

 
October 29, 2019 

 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 

/s/ Siddhesh V. Pandit     
Siddhesh V. Pandit, VA Bar No. 75,686 
  svp@maierandmaier.com  
MAIER & MAIER PLLC 
345 South Patrick St. 
Alexandria, VA  22314 
(703) 740-8322    
 
Timothy J. Maier, VA Bar No. 46,354 
  tjm@maierandmaier.com  
MAIER & MAIER PLLC 
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345 South Patrick St. 
Alexandria, VA  22314 
(703) 740-8322    
 
 
Michael B. Hurd, KS Bar No. 12521 (Pro Hac 
Vice to be filed) 
   mhurd@hoveywilliams.com  
Kameron D. Kelly, KS Bar No. 19900 (Pro 
Hac Vice to be filed) 
   kdk@hoveywilliams.com  
Christopher W. Dawson, KS Bar No. 26531 
(Pro Hac Vice to be filed) 
   cdawson@hoveywilliams.com 
HOVEY WILLIAMS LLP 
10801 Mastin Boulevard, Suite 1000 
84 Corporate Woods 
Overland Park, Kansas 66210 
(913) 647-9050   Fax: (913) 647-9057  
 
Kenneth E. Siemens, MO Bar No. 41914 (Pro 
Hac Vice to be filed) 
   kensiemens@mtselaw.com  
MURPHY, TAYLOR, SIEMENS & ELLIOTT P.C. 
3007 Frederick Avenue 
St. Joseph, Missouri 64506 
(816) 364-6677   Fax: (816) 364-9677  
 
ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF 
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Claim Chart - Independent Claims of U.S. Patent No. 10,457,536 and Ashburn 

Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department’s Use of Accused Wireless Portable Vehicle Lift 

Systems Comprising SW3 Wireless Column Lifts 
 

Claim 1 Accused Wireless Portable Vehicle Lift Systems 

1.  A wireless portable 
vehicle lift system 
comprising: 

Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 

 

 

 

a plurality of 
substantially identical 
individual lifts; and 

Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 

 

a detachable remote 
control physically 
connected in wired 
communication with 
one of said individual 
lifts; and 

Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 
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Claim 1 Accused Wireless Portable Vehicle Lift Systems 

an adaptive 
communication system 
for providing wireless 
communication 
between said individual 
lifts, wherein said 
adaptive 
communication system 
is configured to 
automatically scan a 
plurality of 
communication 
channels and determine 
a clearest 
communication channel 
for wireless 
communication 
between said individual 
lifts, 
 

Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 

 
 

Source: SefacUSA’s U.S. Patent No. 10,005,648 

“A radio communication method between a plurality of columns the method 
comprising the steps of: providing said plurality of columns in communication by a 
multichannel mode comprised of a plurality radio channels … scanning 
transmissions of said radio channels by each column so as to detect available 
channels, occupied channels, and scrambled channels … selecting a free channel 
selected from said available channels” 11:63-12:14. 

 

“[T]he first selected column chooses the free channel having the lowest 
noise level.” 5:66-67. 

wherein each of said 
individual lift comprises- 
 a base for 
supporting said 
individual lift on a floor 
or the ground,  
 a post coupled to 
said base and extending 
upwardly from said 
base,  
 a carriage 
configured to engage a 
wheel of a vehicle,  
 a lifting actuator 
configured to vertically 
shift said carriage 
relative to said post, 
 a height sensor 
configured to measure a 
height of said carriage 
and/or vehicle,  
  

Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 

 
*9 – Base 
*8 – Post 
*10 – Carriage 
*1 – Lifting Actuator 
*3 – Height Sensor 
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Claim 1 Accused Wireless Portable Vehicle Lift Systems 

a rechargeable battery,  
 

Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 

 

 
 

a battery charger,  
 

Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 
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Claim 1 Accused Wireless Portable Vehicle Lift Systems 

an e-stop button, Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 

 
*4 – e-stop button  
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a transceiver configured 
to operate on said 
clearest communication 
channel, and 

Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 

 
Source: SW 2.2 lift 

 

 

  *The radio frequency transceiver on the primary circuit board is circled above. 

 

 

*The RF transceiver on the SW 2.2 is a Microchip model MRF24J40ME, which 
includes a MFR24J40 Microprocessor 
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Claim 1 Accused Wireless Portable Vehicle Lift Systems 

 
 

Source: SefacUSA’s U.S. Patent No. 10,005,648 

“A radio communication method between a plurality of columns the method 
comprising the steps of: providing said plurality of columns in communication by a 
multichannel mode comprised of a plurality radio channels … scanning 
transmissions of said radio channels by each column so as to detect available 
channels, occupied channels, and scrambled channels … selecting a free channel 
selected from said available channels” 11:63-12:14. 

 

“[T]he first selected column chooses the free channel having the lowest 
noise level.” 5:66-67. 
 

a user interface 
comprising a display 
screen, 
 wherein said user 
interface is configured 
to display height 
information, weight 
information, and 
battery status 
information, 
   

Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 

 

 
 

Display 
Screen 

Height 

Weight 
Battery 
Status 
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Claim 1 Accused Wireless Portable Vehicle Lift Systems 

wherein said user 
interface is configured 
to display a pass code 
screen that prompts the 
lift operator to enter a 
pass code, 

Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 

 

wherein each of said 
individual lifts is 
configured to track 
and/or store lift data 
relevant to safety, 
maintenance, and/or 
proper operation of 
said lift system,  
 

Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 
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Claim 1 Accused Wireless Portable Vehicle Lift Systems 

wherein each of said 
individual lifts is 
configured to provide a 
notification of 
maintenance needs 
based on said lift data, 
 

Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 
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Claim 1 Accused Wireless Portable Vehicle Lift Systems 

wherein said lift system 
is configured to be 
selectively operated in a 
paired mode where two 
of said individual lifts 
are paired with one 
another and operate 
independently of the 
other of said individual 
lifts that are not paired. 

Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 
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Claim 11 Accused Wireless Portable Vehicle Lift Systems 

11.  A wireless portable 
vehicle lift system 
comprising: 

Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 

 

 

 

a plurality of 
substantially identical 
individual lifts; and 

Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 

 

an adaptive 
communication system 
for providing wireless 
communication 
between said individual 
lifts, wherein said 
adaptive 
communication system 
is configured to 
automatically scan a 
plurality of 
communication 
channels and determine 
a clearest 
communication channel 
for wireless 
communication 
between said individual 
lifts, 
 

Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 

 
 

Source: SefacUSA’s U.S. Patent No. 10,005,648 

“A radio communication method between a plurality of columns the method 
comprising the steps of: providing said plurality of columns in communication by a 
multichannel mode comprised of a plurality radio channels … scanning 
transmissions of said radio channels by each column so as to detect available 
channels, occupied channels, and scrambled channels … selecting a free channel 
selected from said available channels” 11:63-12:14. 

 

“[T]he first selected column chooses the free channel having the lowest 
noise level.” 5:66-67. 
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Claim 11 Accused Wireless Portable Vehicle Lift Systems 

wherein each of said 
individual lift comprises- 
 a base for 
supporting said 
individual lift on a floor 
or the ground,  
 a post coupled to 
said base and extending 
upwardly from said 
base,  
 a carriage 
configured to engage a 
wheel of a vehicle and 
configured to be 
vertically shiftable 
relative to said post,  
 

Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 

 
*9 – Base 
*8 – Post 
*10 – Carriage 
 

a rechargeable battery,  
 

Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 
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Claim 11 Accused Wireless Portable Vehicle Lift Systems 

a battery charger,  
 

Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 

 
 

an e-stop button, Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 

 
*4 – e-stop button  
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a transceiver configured 
to operate on said 
clearest communication 
channel, and 

Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 

 
Source: SW 2.2 Lift 

 

 

  *The radio frequency transceiver on the primary circuit board is circled above. 

 

 

*The RF transceiver on the SW 2.2 is a Microchip model MRF24J40ME, which 
includes a MFR24J40 Microprocessor 
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Claim 11 Accused Wireless Portable Vehicle Lift Systems 

 
 

Source: SefacUSA’s U.S. Patent No. 10,005,648 

“A radio communication method between a plurality of columns the method 
comprising the steps of: providing said plurality of columns in communication by a 
multichannel mode comprised of a plurality radio channels … scanning 
transmissions of said radio channels by each column so as to detect available 
channels, occupied channels, and scrambled channels … selecting a free channel 
selected from said available channels” 11:63-12:14. 
 
“[T]he first selected column chooses the free channel having the lowest noise 
level.” 5:66-67. 
 

a user interface 
comprising a display 
screen.  

Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 

 
 
 

 

 

  

Display 
Screen 
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Claim 20 Accused Wireless Portable Vehicle Lift Systems 

11.  A method of 
operating a wireless 
portable vehicle lift 
system, said method 
comprising: 

Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 

 

 

 

(a)  providing a plurality 
of substantially 
identical individual lifts,  

Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 

 
 

Source: Video Posted to Bobby’s World Facebook Page 
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Claim 20 Accused Wireless Portable Vehicle Lift Systems 

wherein each individual 
lift comprises a base, a 
post, a carriage,  

Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 

 
*9 – Base 
*8 – Post 
*10 – Carriage 
 

 

a rechargeable battery,  Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 
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Claim 20 Accused Wireless Portable Vehicle Lift Systems 

a display screen, and  Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 

 

 

Display 
Screen 
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a radio frequency 
transceiver capable of 
operating on multiple 
channels, 

Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 

 
Source: SW 2.2 Lift 

 

 

  *The radio frequency transceiver on the primary circuit board is circled above. 

 

 

*The RF transceiver on the SW 2.2 is a Microchip model MRF24J40ME, which 
includes a MFR24J40 Microprocessor 

 

Case 3:19-cv-00801-JAG   Document 1-2   Filed 10/29/19   Page 19 of 24 PageID# 64



                                                                                       Page 19 of 23                                                           EXHIBIT B 

 
 

Claim 20 Accused Wireless Portable Vehicle Lift Systems 

 
 

Source: SefacUSA’s U.S. Patent No. 10,005,648 

“A radio communication method between a plurality of columns the method 
comprising the steps of: providing said plurality of columns in communication by a 
multichannel mode comprised of a plurality radio channels … scanning 
transmissions of said radio channels by each column so as to detect available 
channels, occupied channels, and scrambled channels … selecting a free channel 
selected from said available channels” 11:63-12:14. 

 

“[T]he first selected column chooses the free channel having the lowest 
noise level.” 5:66-67. 
 

(b)  positioning said 
carriages of at least 
two of said individual 
lifts into engagement 
with wheels of a 
vehicle; 

Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 

 

 

 

Source: Video Posted to Bobby’s World Facebook Page 
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Claim 20 Accused Wireless Portable Vehicle Lift Systems 

(c)  establishing a secure 
wireless communication 
link between at least 
two of said individual 
lifts to thereby form a 
lift ensemble of said 
individual lifts, wherein 
said establishing 
includes – 

Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 

 
 

 
 

Source: SefacUSA Website 

“Wireless column lifts are operating with batteries and are synchronized thanks to 
a patented wireless communication protocol.” 

 

Source: SefacUSA’s U.S. Patent No. 10,005,648 

“The present invention … proposes a radio communication method between 
columns of a lift to establish and operate a bridge made up of at least two lifting 
columns selected in an environment including a plurality of columns able to be 
used for the formation and simultaneous operation of several bridges in 
multichannel mode ….” 2:59-65. 

(i) a lift operator 
powering up a first of 
said individual lifts, 

Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 

 
 

Source: SefacUSA’s U.S. Patent No. 10,005,648  

“Phase 1 = Phase for establishing the bridge….” 5:65 

“After powering on, the column is in standby awaiting selection to form a bridge.” 
5:45-46. 
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Claim 20 Accused Wireless Portable Vehicle Lift Systems 

(ii) said first lift 
automatically scanning 
a plurality of 
communication 
frequencies or channels 
and determining a 
communication 
frequency or channel of 
minimal noise content, 
 

Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 

 
 

Source: SefacUSA’s U.S. Patent No. 10,005,648 

“A radio communication method between a plurality of columns the method 
comprising the steps of: providing said plurality of columns in communication by a 
multichannel mode comprised of a plurality radio channels … scanning 
transmissions of said radio channels by each column so as to detect available 
channels, occupied channels, and scrambled channels … selecting a free channel 
selected from said available channels” 11:63-12:14. 

 

“[T]he first selected column chooses the free channel having the lowest 
noise level.” 5:66-67. 
 

(iii) said first lift 
wirelessly transmitting 
a beacon signal, 
 

Source: SefacUSA’s U.S. Patent No. 10,005,648  

“Phase 1 = Phase for establishing the bridge: During this phase, the first selected 
column chooses the free channel having the lowest noise level. It then creates a 
“beacon” channel on this channel and manages it, in order to allow the 
registration of other columns in this bridge. Each column submits its registration 
request in the first free slot of the beacon channel. The manager of the “beacon” 
channel authorizes and records the registration of the columns. The slots are 
assigned in the arrival order of the columns.” 5:65-6:7. 

(iv) a lift operator 
powering up a second 
of said individual lifts, 
 
 

Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 

 

(v) said second lift 
detecting said beacon 
signal and determining 
that said second lift is 
not the first of said 
individual lifts to be 
powered up, and 
 

Source: SefacUSA’s U.S. Patent No. 10,005,648  
“Phase 1=Phase for establishing the bridge: During this phase, the first selected 
column chooses the free channel having the lowest noise level. It then creates a 
“beacon” channel on this channel and manages it, in order to allow the 
registration of other columns in this bridge. Each column submits its registration 
request in the first free slot of the beacon channel. The manager of the “beacon” 
channel authorizes and records the registration of the columns. The slots are 
assigned in the arrival order of the columns.” 5:65-6:7. 
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Claim 20 Accused Wireless Portable Vehicle Lift Systems 

(vi) said first and 
second lifts wirelessly 
exchanging lift 
identification 
information; and 
 

Source: SefacUSA’s U.S. Patent No. 10,005,648  

“Phase 1=Phase for establishing the bridge: During this phase, the first selected 
column chooses the free channel having the lowest noise level. It then creates a 
“beacon” channel on this channel and manages it, in order to allow the 
registration of other columns in this bridge. Each column submits its registration 
request in the first free slot of the beacon channel. The manager of the “beacon” 
channel authorizes and records the registration of the columns. The slots are 
assigned in the arrival order of the columns.” 5:65-6:7. 

(d)  lifting a vehicle with 
said lift ensemble by 
vertically shifting said 
carriages of said 
individual lifts of said lift 
ensemble in a 
coordinated manner,  

Source: SW 2.2. Operator’s Handbook 

 

 

 

Source: Video Posted to Bobby’s World Facebook Page 
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Claim 20 Accused Wireless Portable Vehicle Lift Systems 

wherein during said 
lifting said individual 
lifts wirelessly share 
data with one another 
so as to coordinate said 
lifting using collective 
intelligence of said lift 
ensemble. 

Source: SefacUSA’s U.S. Patent No. 10,005,648  

“The present invention … proposes a radio communication method between 
columns of a lift to establish and operate a bridge made up of at least two lifting 
columns ….” 2:59-62. 

“[A]ll of the transmissions are heard simultaneously by all of the columns of the 
bridge and are done in ‘broadcast’ mode.  The synchronization of the 
transmissions by the slots, created in the registration phase, is maintained during 
this operation phase.” 6:14-19. 
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