
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETIS 
DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT 

HAMPDEN, SS. 

PHILIP W. DALESSIO, ) 
Plaintiff ) 

) 
vs. ) 

) 
THREE RIVERS FIRE DISTRICT OF ) 
THETOWNOFPALMERAND ) 
RAYMOND P. DOMEY, ) 

Defendants ) 

SUPERIOR COURT 
CIVILACTION NO. /(p -/tJ '/ 

VERIFIED COMPLAINT 

PARTIES 

1. The Plaintiff, Philip W. Dalessio, resides at 26 Monat Street, Three Rivers, 
Hampden County, Massachusetts. Mr. Dalessio is a voter and has standing to 
bring this claim. 

2. The Three Rivers Fire District of the Town of Palmer ("District") is a body politic 
authorized and enabled by Chapter 325 of the Acts of 1943. A true copy of 
Chapter 325 is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

3. The Defendant, Raymond P. Dorney, resides at 17 Belanger Street, Three Rivers, 
Hampden County, Massachusetts. 

FACTS 

4. Pursuant to Chapter 325 of the Acts of 1943, the District must "elect by ballot, 
either at the same meeting at which this act shall have been accepted, or 
thereafter at an annual or at a special meeting called for the purpose, three 
persons, inhabitants and voters in said District to hold office ... and at every 
annual District meeting following such next succeeding Annual District Meeting 
one such commissioner shall be elected by ballot for the term of three years". 

5. Pursuant to the enabling legislation the District established the Three River Fire 
District Bylaws. A copy of the bylaws is attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

6. The Bylaws establish that the elected officials described in the enabling 
legislation would be called the "Prudential Committee". 

7. According to the enabling Legislation, the Prudential Committee officers of the 
District are to be elected at a district meeting, and not under the state election 
laws. 
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8. Under the provisions of G.L. c. 41, Section 113 the District may vote that official 
ballots are used for its elections. If that vote occurs, which must be done at an 
annual or special meeting of the District, then the District must follow the legal 
requirements of the state election laws. 

9. These state election law requirements include but are not limited to ballot access, 
the timely and proper submission of nomination papers for certification and the 
filing of certified papers, printing and distribution of ballots, including absentee 
ballots, and voting . 

10. The District never voted at a special or annual meeting to use official ballots. As 
such, the election of the Prudential Committee members is limited to a District 
Meeting vote. 

11. Although the bylaws state that elections shall be conducted in accordance with 
the provisions of the General Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
governing elections, there are inconsistencies within the bylaw with state election 
law. 

12. For example, in Article II (which is titled "Meetings") it specifically states that the 
election of officers of the District shall be held at the Annual Meeting or any 

T special meeting called for the purpose of filling an elected vacancy. 

13. Additionally, in Article I, Section VI, it states that candidates aspiring for elected 
office within the District shall file nomination papers available from the District 
Clerk no later than 30 days prior to the election. 

14. This statement is inconsistent with state election laws which require certified 
nomination papers to be filed with the District Clerk at least 35 days before the 
election (G. L. c. 53, § 10 and G. L. c. 41, § 115). 

15. Finally, according to the Secretary of State Elections Division and the 
Massachusetts Attorney General, the enactment of a bylaw cannot apply the state 
election law where a specific provision oflaw already dictates its application, as is 
the case with the Three Rivers Fire District and Chapter 325 of the Acts of 1943. 

16. In May 2015, incumbent Prudential Committee member Dorney faced re-election 
and was opposed by Mr. Dennis Moynahan. 

17. Absentee ballots are not permitted under Chapter 325 of the Acts of 1943 or the 
bylaws of the District. 

18. Prior to the election date, Dorney solicited and received a large number of 
absentee ballots and, on information and belief, went door to door in the District 
having those absentee ballots allegedly filled out and returned the absentee 
ballots at the District meeting. 
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19. The actions of Dorney in securing and having those ballots voted are completely 
inconsistent with State Election Law. 

20. Moreover, neither the enabling legislation nor the bylaws of the Prudential 
Committee permit State Election Law to be utilized in voting for the Prudential 
members. Under the law, only members present at the District Meeting are 
available to vote. 

21. To compound the illegality of the election, it was announced at the district 
meeting on the date of the election when the votes were counted that there were 
allegedly "additional" absentee ballots which would need to be counted. The 
alleged additional absentee ballots were not present on the night of the count. 

22. Therefore, the final vote tally was not announced on the night of the election, but 
rather was announced three (3) days later. 

23. On information and belief, after the district meeting Dorney took additional blank 
absentee ballots and secured votes after the District election for himself, thus 
securing re-election to the Prudential Committee. 

24. Under either state election law, the bylaws or Chapter 325 of the Acts of 1943, the 
election was illegal, and in particular the activities of Dorney in taking blank 
absentee ballots and having them allegedly voted both before and after the 
district election was illegal. 

25. Commonwealth of Massachusetts State Election Law has precise and 
particularized requirements concerning official absentee voting ballots, none of 
which were followed, and assuming State Election Law applied to this election, 
none of which were followed whatsoever. 

26. G.L., Chapter 54, § 92, requires that the "official absent voting ballot" be marked 
privately "in the presence of no other person .. and that the ballot be sealed in an 
envelope. None of the alleged absentee ballots in the election complied with this 
provision of the law. 

27. The provisions of G. L. c. 54, § 91, require that prior to receiving an absentee 
ballot, a signed application for a "official absent voting ballot" be delivered prior 
to the issuance of a ballot. The provisions of this law were not followed in this 
instance. 

28. Under G. L. c. 54, § 93, it is required that "all absent voting ballots ... shall be 
received by the city or town clerk before the hour fixed for closing the polls ... 

29. The provisions of G. L. c. 54, § 95 require that all "official absent voting ballots" 
be "processed" immediately "after the hour of the closing of the polls". That 
section requires that all "official absent voting ballots" be received prior to the 
election. The ballots allegedly gathered and counted in the three calendar days 
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after the Prudential Committee election were not authorized by the enabling 
legislation, the bylaws nor the state election law. 

30. Finally, the provisions of G. L. c. 54, § 105 require that all ballots be counted 
immediately after the polls closed. 

31. Permitting alleged absentee ballots to be collected and counted up to three days 
after the polls closed violated this provision of the state election law. 

32. Almost half of the ballots allegedly cast were absentee ballots voted in some 
irregular fashion. 

33. The number of absentee ballots cast does not match the voters on the voting list 
who voted absentee. 

34. The May 19, 2015 election of Dorney did not meet the legal requirement of either 
the state election laws or the enabling legislation. 

35. Moreover, there were serious irregularities with the process calling into question 
whether the alleged absentee votes were even cast. 

36. On the night of the May 19, 2015 election, the ballots were counted by two 
election clerks out of eyesight of the voters. When they emerged Dorney 
announced that the count could not be "final" because "not all ballots had been 
received". 

37. On one of the succeeding days, the clerks were summoned back to the office at 
the fire station for Friday evening May 22, 2015 for a "final count" as "additional 
absentee ballots had been received". 

38. When the May 22, 2015 meeting was convened, a large stack of additional alleged 
absentee ballots was presented and counted and Dorney declared the winner. 

39. Thereafter the alleged absentee ballots were destroyed. 

40. Thereafter concerned citizens attempted to gain information about the election 
and resorted to involving the Massachusetts Secretary of State's office in seeking 
the information. 

4i. On September 9, 2015 the Massachusetts Secretary of State's office wrote the 
District and advised that the election was wrongful stating "it does not appear 
that the District had the authority to conduct an 'election' in the manner which 
occurred in May". See Exhibit C. 

42. The District took no steps to comply with the Secretary of State. 
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43. On December 9, 2015 Stephen Chiacchia made a Public Records request for 
"street lists, voting lists, and absentee ballots" for the May election. See Exhibit 
D. 

44. The District failed to comply. 

45. On January 13, 2016 the Secretary of State ordered the District to comply with 
the request within ten days. See Exhibit E. 

46. Subsequently some, but not all, of the alleged records were provided but the 
District still refused to provide the absentee ballots at issue since they contained 
"personal medical information". 

47. The District has stonewalled legal requests for information and has failed to 
rectify the legal errors identified by the Secretary of State. 

COUNT I 
(Request for Declaratory Judgment, Order for Compliance 

Under G.L. c. 66 and Permanent Injunctive Relief) 

48. The Plaintiff repeats and realleges Paragraphs 1 through 47 as though set forth 
fully herein. 

49. A real and actual controversy exists as to whether the May 19, 2015 election was 
valid either under State Election law or under Chapter 325 of the Acts of 1943. 

50. The Plaintiff seeks a declaration from this Court pursuant to G. L. c. 231A, that 
the May 2015 election was invalid and seeks a permanent injunction invalidating 
the results of the election and removing Dorney from office. 

51. The Plaintiff is entitled to an Order under the provisions of G.L. c. 66, § 1o(b) for 
compliance in full with the public records request. 

52. The Plaintiff seeks such further and other relief from this Court as justice and 
equity require under the circumstances. 
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VERIFICATION 

I, Philip W. Dalessio, plaintiff in the above matter, state that I have read the 
foregoing Verified Complaint and the facts set forth therein are true except for those 
stated upon information and belief and as to those I belie hem to be true. 

613320' 
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Dated: February // , 2016 

613320.1 

THE PLAINTIFF, PHILIP W. DALESSIO, 
BY HIS ATTORNEY 

By~~ 
Michael K. Callan 
Doherty, Wallace, Pillsbury & Murphy, P.C. 
One Monarch Place - Suite 1900 
1414 Main Street 
Springfield, MA 01144-1900 
Phone: (413) 733-3111 
Fax: (413) 734-3910 
Email: mcallan@dwpm.com 
B.B.O. Number: 558912 
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EXHIBIT A 

514652.1 



I 

Chap.324 A..~ AcT A'UTuomzrN.o THE crTY op :PEABODY· To •Al'P.Rou1-
A'r.E MONE¥ FOR T.H.E P.A YMEN'.l' OF, AND TO P.AY, ¢:.ER~m
UNP AID BILLS. 

8e it enacle(t, eic., as follows: 
8¥0'1'.IO~ 1. The city of Peabody is hereby autliofized 

to appropriate money for the payment of, and tifter ~l!ch' 
uppropriation the. trcnsurcr of stile~ city is hereby a,utllorized 
to pay; s~1cb of the unpaid bills incurred during the year 
ninetee:i hun~red n.nii forty·one by said city, tile "total ~f 
such bills bemg one thousand and fifty-seven doll~rs and 
sixty-eight cents, ns set forth in the list on file in the qffic.e ·of 
the director of accounts in the department of corporations 
and taxn.tion, as are legally unenforceable against said city, 
either by reason of their being ilicurred in excess of av:ail
able appropriations or by reas~m of the failure of said city ~ 
to comply with the provisions of its ch:uter, ~nd ~s are 
certified _f9r pnym_,e~t by the heads of the depaFtments i 
wherein tho bills were contracted; provided, that th~ money. 1 
so approprinted to pn.y such bills ~hall be raised by t~~b.tion t 
in snid cit'y in I.he c\trrent ycnr. ' fi 

SECTION 2. No bill shall be approved by the city 4~ditor ~ 
of strid city for paym~nt or pnicl by the treasurer tYiercof J 
under authority of this net unless and until certificates ' 
have bee11 signed and filed with said city nuditor, sJating 
under the 1lenaltics of perjury that the goods, mn.terials or 
services for which bills have been submitted were ordered 
by an offi.cial or no employee of said city, and tha.t such 
goods anp nmterio.ls were delivered nnd actually receiyed 
by said city or ilrn.t such services were rendered to said city, 
·or both. 

SECTION 3. Any person who knowingly files a ce.ttificri.te 
required by section two which is false and who thereby 
rcccivc.s payment for goods, materfo.ls or services which 12 
were not received by 01· rendered to said city shn.11 be pun- ·~ 
ished by imprisonment for not more than one year or by a. 
fine of not more than three hundred dollar51 or both. 

SEC'l'ION 4. This act shall take effect upon its po.ssage. · 
Approved !l:I ay 25, 1943. 

Clwp.325 A~ Acr AUTIIORJZING 'l'HE THREE ~1vEas FIRE n1sTnrcT o~, 
THE TOWN OF PALl\IER 'l'O ESTABLISH A SYSTE:\f OF WATER 
SUPPLY. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. The Three Rivers Fire District of the: town 

of Palmer located within the following bounda.ry lines., to 
wit: - beginning at a stone monument near th~ inters~e:
tion of the roo.d leading from Palmer to Tluee Rivers with 
the road lending from Palmer to Bondsville, said interse.c~ 
tion being just southerly from 11 crossing at gro.cle of s~1d 



~:' ~ ~~ 
'~'m' ~- ~~,.g~ ':'7-&~:r~~~.;-~~~..,, : ~~: 

· ... ~"' ~ "' . . : 
~ .~ .. -;:.:'JtcTs·, ,1943.-.:... CH'AP. 325: · '"· •n .., ,-q . 

~ ~~ . 
I . o.,; ~ ~~ 

, 11Jfie· River~road and-the track of the \V n.t'e Hiver rn.ihoad 
;~9wb as Bµi;leigh's cr9!:ising; thence in a. course south sev-
-:en.~y-one p.n'd~one ]falf degrees (71 ~~) west to ~ stone. monu
, ilf:.eJ,lt on tlt~"-town line between Pn,lmei• and "ril bra.ham, 
~.d monu~~~IJ.t being .four lmn_drcd fifty (4-5.0) feet north-
• .-e)?zy me:;su:re.~. along said town hne, from a stone monument 
'~~~o mark~µ angle ii1 the town .lines between Palmer and 
~~Ionso~_; 'tl~~~ce northerly on sn.id town line between IJalmer 
;~i:;l "\V1lbranit111 to a ~tone monument set to mark 11 ·corner 
'QCthc towns~of Pn.lfoer, "\\Tilb1·ahitm, Ludlow and l3clcher-
1~~ i thep°t.~°" en.i:;terl)r nlong the town line bet'\'\"'een Palmer 
.~db1Belcber.t9'~vn to the Swift river, nearly opposite it:s· junc
,filgn with t;l_!?!, 'Va.re river; thence crossing sn.id Swift river 
. anti followiJ;ig up the "\Y :ire riYer easterly to the southerly 
tejfd pf a b1~igge crossing sn.id ri vcr, known ns Dutton 's bridge; 

. ]J~ence son~m~asterly in n. straight line to the center line 
fof track of~the 'Vnre River railroad at a. point where said 
~cienter line~~'"'crosses at grade the center line of the mnin 
~d .leading~from '!'Jue~ Rivers to Thorndike; thence south
,..~ along said· center line of said 'rare River railroad to its 
l~p,ssing #t-·.i~adc with the road leading from Fulmer to 
~hree. Rivers; t:hence along said-road southcn.stcr1y to tho 
l~lace bf begin~ing, - ma,y supply itself and its inhabitants 
:with water.:Jgi· the extinguishrnent of fires and for domestic 
-i~d other· !1\Jrf!oses, and is hereby empowered to establish 
"'fol~9tains ani;l hydrants uncl to relocate and discontinue the 
so.ifie, to regulate t,he use of such water ::i.nrl to fix and col
l~ rates to be pal.cl therefor, nnd to nsscss and raise tn.xes 
a~provided h~1·ein for t.he pn.yrnent of such services, nncl for 
@°(Hi.ying the necessary expenses of cmT)ring on the busin~ss 

·.of.~said district, subject to all genera) ln.ws now or he1·em
-af(er· .in force .. relating ·to water dist.ricts, water suprily dis
tt~~ or fire djst.rict.s supplying water Lo their inhabitants, 
~xccpt as otherwise provided herein. The district sha.11 ha_ve 
power tb prosecute and defend a11 actions relating to Its 
mqpm•ty and affairs. 
'. •-1$Ecl'ION 2.. l~"or the purposes aforesaid, the dist.1ict, act
l:ri'g .l~Y and through its board of w:iter commis~ioners hcrein-
af.t~r provided for, n1a.y cont.met with any municipality, 
a(}.ting through its Wilter clepnrlment, or with any \Yater 
~~1}1pµ.ny1 or 'vith n.ny wa.ter district, for whn.tcver water 
niay be required, authority to furnish the snme being hereb~y 
~n.nted, nnd may take by eminent. domnin under chapter 
~e'venty-nine of the General IJaws, or acquire by lense, pur
¢}f~~e or otherwise, and hold, the wntcrs, or any portion 
thereof, of any pond, spring or stream, or of any ground 
~Qtirccs of supply by mca.ns of n. driven, u.rtesbn or ?thcr 
~J, within the town of Palmer not already appropnn.tecl 
for}the purposes of a public supply, nnd the wn.tcr a.nd fiow
Rge ·rights cQnnected witl1 nny such water .sources; and for 
~tila purposes may take as a£oresnid 1 or acquire by 1:mrchuse 
9.i;qtherwjse, nnd hold, all fonds, ri~hts of wny and other 
casements' necessary for collcct.ing, storing, balding, pu,rify-
··~ . . 
·' "-'.:' 



.,. ~·,"'St\,~~·;.;v ~t-.. V!i~~Sf"'""'?:,;:·"~~~""~~~l'.J~~~~~~~~~~~;J~~B •.~·."-'· .. • - ·.o.:·;\\(~ ,~· ~-,J~~ . ~-\~ ~-..!'t.;ii 
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lng nnd pr~s~rvin~ thf p1,1.rit~: c;l~~ wate_: ~Fd~ f~r. .cbii.;'~fng .. 
tlie sn.mc to any parJ of :;n1d (lu~tr.~c~; 'J)roy1ded1 tha,..t ·np;~.q4rce· 
of water §UPiJly or lands nec~ssary for p~eser.:vii~g,1JteMvaliiy 
of the w.a.ter shall be so taken or used w1tpqut' first .t)Q'@zji~g , 
the a~lvi_ce and approval ~f the state depn.rt1l1ent of~ulit11ic '.f, 

hcnlth, and. that the locat1on ... and arrangement of all~dlj,ms 
rese.rvoirs, springs, Wf?lls, pumping, purification and filtratio~ 
plnnt.s and such other works as may be necessary in carrying 
out "the p;roVisions of thi~ act shn.11. oe subj e<;t to the apJ:?rov'al ~ 
·~r.snid Clqp;irtmen~. The district. may c?nstruct, a~<!~tµp;.. ~ 
tnm on lands ncqmred and held under this act proper.· aams, J 
wells, springs, reservoirs, standpipes, tnnks, puihping)lft~t~;, 
buildings, fixtures and other structures, including also. the : ;i 
cstnblishmr,mt upd mai,ntcnance of filter beds nnd purifi~atiOn ·1 
works or ~yst~ms; nnd. rtrn.y .mnk:e excavations, procure ni1~ ~ 
opcrnte machinery nnc;I provide snch other means ::md~pphw · £. 
ancos, nn.d cl~. such other things ns may be necessary for the ~ 
establishment and maintenance of complete ang· effe.ctiye .. ~ 
waterworks; and for that purpose may construct pipe_ lines, · i 
wells ~nd reservoirs and establish pumping works, •n{d~may' ~ 
construct., lny, acquire and maintain aqueducts, condui~s, ;' 
pipes and other works under or over any land, water· cours~s, , 
railronds, railways and public or other ways, and along such 
ways, in said town, in such mnmier as not unnecessarily to 
obstruct the snmc; nnd for the purposes of constructing, 13.yw •• 
ing, maint n.ining, opern.ting nnd repairing such aqueducts, ~ 
conduits, pif>es nnd ()thcr works, nnd for rul proper purp~ses -j; 

of this act; the district may dig up or raise and erµb~ any "J 

such lands, highways or other ways in such m~nn~l\ ~ to ~ 
cnuse the least hindrance to pu·blic travel on such ways; i1 

proYided, thnt the manner in which all things are done upon ~ 
any such ·way shnll be subject to the direction of the selectw :.. <; 
men of the town of Palmer. The district shall not enter . 
upon, or construct or lay a.ny conduit, pipe or other -~orks ·~ 
withi~, the locnt.ion of any rnilron.d corporation except at '<: 
such time n.ncl in such mnnner as it may ngree upon wit·h such 
corporntion, or, in cnse of failure so to agree, as may be 
n.pproveu by the department of pubJic utilities. Th~ dis
tl'ict mny enter upon nny lands for the purpose of ·Jrtaking 
surveys, test ' rnlls or ··pits and borings, n.nd may take or · ~ 
othcrwiEe l'l.CflUirn the right to Occupy temporarily any lands . 
ncccs:sn.ry for the construction of any work or for nny other 
purpose nuthol'ized by this act. 

S E CTIOX 3. Any person sustnining dnmn:gcs in bis _p_rop
erty by any taking under this act or any other thing ~one 
under nutho1ity thereof may rocover.such damages from the 
distril' t under said phnptcr seventy-nine; but the ri~hr to 
clmnngcs for tho taking of any water, water right or \Va]er · ~ 
sourc•e1 or for n.ny inju!·y thereto, shall not Yest until water :~ 
is notually withdrawn or diverted under authority of this ~ 
net. • _ 

SECTION 4. Any land taken or acq uircd under t9..!i act '° 
shall be managed, improved and controlled by the boar51 of ; 

~ ~?~ 
. ~ &iflt .. -·~ 
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surety con? pany authorized ~o ~1•n.nsact bnsines.s i:a the sp~n
mom~en.lth_ as surety. A maJor1ty of ·the c.omrµlssioner~,~4dl 
constitute a quorum for the tra.nsn.ction of l,ni~ine~s. ~y
vacancy occurring. in said boru·.d from an)r caus~- may 15'~ 
fil~cd for the. remamd~r of the unexpired term by sa.id.J dis
trict at anx legal mec~mg called fol' the purpqse. Nb mo)1ey 
shall be cfrawn from the treasury of the district on ac.count 
of its watenvorks except upon the written order qf said "'ater 
commissioners or a majoiity of them. 

SECTION 7. Said bo.ai·d of wntcr commissione1·s shn.ll Ji~ 
just nnd eqUjtable prices and m.tes for the use of wa.ter,, and 
shall prescribe the time nnd manner of pn.yment. TQ,~ in
come of the waterworks shall be n.ppropriatcd to defray 13.ll 
operating expenses, interest cha1·ges and pn:yment."> on the 
prjncipnl as they shall accrue upon nny bonds or notes is5ued 
under nuthority of this net. 1f there shoul<l be a net surplus 
remaining n.f.Ler providing for the aforesai~ charges, it ,.may 
be n.pprop1~ated for sl.tch new const.ruction as so.id wn't~r 
commissioners mn.y recommend, and in case a surplus should 
remain after payment for such new constructiqµ the water 
rates shall be reduced proportionately. Sa.id water coin~iiS- -~ 
sio~ers shall annually, and a.s of ten. ::-8 the district may; re
qmre, render a report upon the cond1t10n of the workl? up.der 
their charge, and nn account of their doings including re-- ~ 
ceipts and expeuditures. 

SECTlON 8. The district mny adopt by-laws governing 
the conduct of its water department and may establish 'rules 
and reguln.tions for the mnnngc:mcnt of the same, not incon
sistent with this act or any other provision of law, and 1Ql1Y 
choose such other officers not provided for in this act :ls it 
may cleern necessary or proper. 

SECTION 9. The district mu.y, by vote, in lieu of electing 
a boru·d of water commissioners under this act, delegate _to 
the prudential committee of the Three Hivers Fir~ District ~ 
of the town of Palmer ull the powet·s and duties of sa.id l;>o~d !j 
of wutcr commissioner$. In such event, the said prudential ~~ 
committee shall have nll the powe1'S and (iuties of the said 
boartl of water commjssioners :is given under t.his aqt. 

SF.CTto~ 10. Nothing in this act shnll authorize the dis
trict to supply water (or the extinguishment of fires or for 
domestic or other pw·poses to the inhnbitnnts of the area 
served on the effective date of this act by George 13. Cheney 
or of the area sen:ed on said <lo.tc by Pnlrncr Industries, Inc., 
without first hnving acquired by purchase, or by eminent 
donmiu under chapter seveniy-ninc of the General Lnws,. as 
the occasion mny arise, nil of the properties of sttid George 
B. Cheney or said Palmer Indu~ries, Inc., n.s t.he onse mq.y 
be, on said dnte o.ppurt~na.nt to the business or water supply 
and located within the area served by said George B. Cheney 
or said Palmer IncJustries1 Inc., ns the case fuay be.: In case 
of dispute as to the a.re:i sen•ed by either .said George B. 
Cheney or said Palmer Indus~ries, Inc. on said date~ the 
department of public i1tilities, upon application of the dis-
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trict·or of said Georg~ B. Cheney pr said Palmer tndustries, 
:rnc(~ as th~ case ma.y be, sh~ll deter.mine such area and such 
deten11ination shn.ll be· final. 

8Ec1110:.l .n. \Vhoever wilfully or wantonly corrupts, pol
lutes or diverts any water obtained or supplied under this 
act1 or wilfully or wantonly injures any reservoir, well, stand
pipe, aqueduct, pipe or other property. owned or used by t.he 
district for any of the purposes of this net, shaJI forfeit and 
pay to the district three times the· amount of dmnages as
sessed therefor, to be 'recovered in an action of tort, and 
upon conviction of any of the above wilfu] or wanton n.cts 
shall be punished by a fine of not more than three hundred 
dollars or by imprisonment for not more thnn one year, or 
both. 
SEcTIO~ 12. Upon a petition in writing uddressed to sn.id 

board of water commissioners requesting that ce1tnin real 
estr1te, accurately described therein, located in said town 
a.nd n.but,ting on said district und not otherwise sc1Ted by n. 
public water supply, be included within the limits thereof, 
n.nd signed by the owners of such rea.l estnte or a major po1·
tion of such real estate, said water conunissioners slmll cause 
a duly wn.rned meeting of the district to be called, at which 
meeting the voters may vote on the question of inclnding 
said real estate within the district. If a majority of the ,·oters 
present and voting thereon vote in the aftirmatfre the dis
trict clerk shall within ten days file with the town clerk of 
said town and \Vith the state secretary an n.ttcstcd copy of 
said petition nnd vote; n.nd thereupon s!Lid ren,l estate shnll 
become and be part Of the district and sho.ll be holden under 
this n.ct in the snme manner n.nd to the same e~"tcn(. ii.s the 
real estate described in section one. 

SECTIO~ 13. The question· of the acceptnncc of this act 
shall Le submitted to the duly qualified voters of the district 
at any annual or special meeting called by the district in 
accordance with section sixty-six of chapter f orty-civ;ht of 
the General Laws and held within four years after the pn.s
sage of this act, und if it is accepted by a majority of the 
voters present and voting thereon 1t shall thereupon take 
full effect. Avpro1,ed 11.f ay 25, 19.18. 

345 

AN AcT PI~AcING CE RTAIN ros1T10Ns IN TIIE imAL'.ru DEl'An"r- Chav.326 
.MENT OF THE CITY OF BOSTON UNDlm. 'tl:IE CI\'lL SEltVJCE 

LA,YS. 

Be it enacted, etc-> as follows: 
The pogitions of dentists, tlental hygienists and supply 

clerks in the henlth dcpnrtment of the city of Boston slmll, 
upon the effective date of this act, become subject to the 
civil service laws and rnles and regulations, nnd tho tenure 
of office of any incmnbcnt thereof shall be unlimited, subject, 
hmvevcr, to said li1ws. The persons holding said positions 
on said effective date may continue to serve thereinr but 

. '. 
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I 

ARTICLE I 

Three Rivers Fire District 
By-Laws 

OFFICERS: 

Section 1 The Officers of the District shall consist of: 
a) A Prudential Committee of three (3) members (elected) 
b) Clerk (elected) 
c) Fire Chief {appointed) 
d) Water Superintendent (appointed) 
e) Treasurer (appointed) 

The elected Officers of the District shall be registered voters of the Town of 
Palmer and reside within Three Rivers Fire District. 

Section 2 The members of the Prudential Committee shall be elected: one every year for a term 
of three years. The Clerk shall be elected for a term of one ( 1) year. The above-named 
elected Officers shall hold office until their successors are chosen and quali£ed. 

Section 3 The Officers of the District shall receive for their services such compensation as the 
District may detennine. 

Section 4 Any vacancy occurring in the Prudential Committee; 

a) more than six (6) months prior to the Annual District Meeting may be 
temporarily filled for a period not exceeding forty-five (45) days by the 
remaining members of the Prudential Committee. A special election shall be 
called to fill the vacancy for the remainder of that term. 

b) six (6) months or less prior to the Annual District Meeting shall be filled by 
the Prudential Committee until the Annual District Meeting where by vote, 
the remainder of that vacancy shall be filled by election in acconlance with 
Article I, Section 6. 

c) ifless than forty-five (45) days before the Annual District Meeting, the 
vacancy shall be filled in accordance with Article I, Section 6. 

Section 5 The Elected Officers of the District shall not be eligible for appointed positions in the 
District. 

Section 6 All candidates aspiring for elective office within tpe District shall file nomination 
papers available from the District Clerk. Each candidate shall collect at least fifteen 
(15) signatures of voters residing within the District and shall be submitted no later 
than 5:00 pm, thirty (30) days prior to the election. 

ARTICLE II MEETINGS: 
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Section 1 The Annual Meeting shall be held on the third Tuesday in May. The election of 
Officers of the District shall be held at the Annual Meeting or any Special Meeting 
called for the purpose of filling an elected vacancy. Any meeting of the District may 
be adjourned from time to time as voters may direct. The elections shall be conducted 
in accordance with the provisions of the general laws of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts governing elections. The Election and Business Meeting shalJ be held 
at 7:00 pm, polls shall be kept open for the election of Officers for at least two (2) 
hours. 

Section 2 Every District Meeting, except as otherwise provided by special law, shall be called in 
pursuance of a warrant under the hands of the Prudential Committee and; 

(a) notice of which shall be given seven days at least before such meeting. The 
Warrant shall be directed to the Clerk of the District, who shall forthwith give 
notices of such meetings by posting in two (2) or more public places in the 
District and by advertising in a newspaper published in the Town of Palmer in 
one issue preceding the date of the meeting 

(b) The warrant for all District meetings shall state the date, the time and place of 
holding the meeting and the articles to be acted upon thereat. 

(c) The Prudential Committee shall insert in the warrant for the Annual Meeting 
all articles, the insertion of which (shall be those which) they consider 
necessary or those requested of them in writing, at a regular meeting, by ten or 
more registered voters of the Town at Palmer residing in the Territory 
comprising the District, and in the warrant for every Special District Meeting, 
all subjects of the insertion of which shall be requested of them in writing at a 
regular Prudential Committee meeting by fifty (50) registered voters. 

(d) The Prudential Committee shall call a Special Meeting of the District upon 
request in writing at a regular Prudential Committee meeting of one hundred 
(100) registered voters residing within the Tenitory comprising the District. 
Such meeting to be held not later than forty-five (45) days after the receipt of 
such request, at a regular Prudential Committee meeting, and shall insert in 
the warrant therefore all articles the insertion of which shall be requested by 
said petition. 

Section 3 At every meeting a Moderator shall be chosen by vote. The Moderator shall have the 
powers of the moderator of a town meeting. 

Section 4 All District Warrants shall be closed sixty (60) days before the date of an annual 
meeting and thirty (30) days for a special meeting. 

Section 5 Any petition or plan proposing to extend the limits or boundaries of the District shall 
be submitted in writing to the Prudential Committee at least ninety (90) days before 
the Annual District Meeting or any special meeting. Upon receipt of such proposal or 
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plan, the Prudential Committee shall hold a public hearing at least thirty (30) days 
before the Annual Meeting or any Special Meeting to hear and study the proposal or 
plan and to make recommendations thereon at the Annual Meeting or any Special 
Meeting. 

Section 6 The quorum for any District Meeting shall be fifteen (15) registered voters of the 
District. District Meetings shall be governed by Roberts Rules of Order. 

ARTICLE III FINANCES: 

Section 1 The financial year of the District shall begin with the first day of July and end with the 
last day of June of the following year. 

Section 2 No money shall be paid out of the Treasury without approval or order of the 
Prudential Committee. The Prudential Committee, the Fire Chief and the Water 
Superintendent shall keep a record of all expenditures in accordance with 
Massachusetts General Laws governing municipal finances. The Prudential 
Committee shall confirm the selection of the services of a bookk~eper or accountant 
to provide these services for the District. 

Section 3 The District will have a Finance Committee, whose membership shall total seven (7); 
all of whom shall be appointed by the Prudential Committee, and whose term of 
office shall be for one (1) year. This Finance Committee shall be responsible for the 
final review of all proposed items in the warrant of the Annual District Meeting. The 
Finance Committee shall submit their recommendations 45 days prior to said 
meeting. 

Section 4 The Prudential Committee shall cause an audit of the District's books and records at 
least once every three (3) years to be performed by an independent CPA or auditing 
firm. 

ARTICLE IV FIRE DEPARTMENT: 

Section 1 The Fire Department shall consist of a Fire Chief, two (2) Deputy Chiefs and as many 
Officers and Members as shall be necessary to manage the fire apparatus and 
equipment within the District, not exceeding the number authorized by the Prudential 
Committee. 

Section 2 The Prudential Committee shall appoint the position of Fire Chief. The Fire Chief 
shall become a resident of the Three Rivers Fire District within twelve (12) months of 
appointment. The candidate of Fire Chief shall comply with the specifications and 
standards set forth by Massachusetts General Laws and the Rules and Regulations of 
the Three Rivers Fire Department. 

Section 3 The Fire Department shall be under the control of an officer to be known as the Fire 
Chief and; 
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(a) The Chief shall be appointed by the Prudential Committee, and shall receive 
such salary as the Prudential Committee may from time to time determine, 
not exceeding in the aggregate the amount annually appropriated therefore. 

(b) The Chief may be removed with just cause by the Prudential Committee at 
any time after a hearing. 

(c) The Chief shall have charge of extinguishing fires in the District and the 
protection of life and property in case of fire. 

(d) The Chief shall purchase subject to the approval of the Prudential Committee 
and keep in repair all property and apparatus used for and by the Fire 
Department. 

(e) The Chief shall have and exercise all the powers and discharge all the duties 
conferred or imposed by statute upon fire chiefs in towns except as herein 
provided, and shall appoint Deputy Chiefs and such officers and firemen as 
necessary, and may remove the same at any time for cause after a hearing. 

(f) The Chief ~hall have full and absolute authority in the administration of the 
department, shall makt ti.II rules and 1egulations for its operation, shall report 
to the Prudential Committee from time to time as they may require, and shall 
annually report to the District the condition of the Fire Department with 
recnmmendaliuns Uttrtou. 

(g) The Chief shall fix the compensation of the permanent and call members of 
the Fire Department subject to the approval of the Prudential Committee. 

(h) In the expenditure of money the Chief shnll be subject to such further 
limitations as the District may from time to time prescribe. 

(i) The Chief shall keep thoroughly informed of the condition of the fire 
apparatus, personnel and all equipment of the Fire Department and to report 
thereon, to the Prudential Committee annually, t~ include an inventory of all 
property belonging to the Fire Department including that on loan to 
department personnel. 

Section 4 The compensation for service for members of the Fire Department shall be as the 
District shall from time to time determine by vote. 

ARTICLEV WATER DEPARTMENT: 
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Section 1 The Prudential Committee shall act as the Board of Water Commissioners of the 
District and shall exercise all powers and duties conf!med by these By-Laws or by 
state or federal statute and to do all things necessary, convenient or desirable for 
carrying out the purpose of providing water for fire, domestic use and other purposes. 

Section 2 The Prudential Committee shall control, operate, maintain, construct or improve the 
District's water works system and shall adopt rules, regulations and procedures in 
connection thereof and; 

(a) shall fix, revise, charge, collect and abate fees, rates, rents, assessments, 
delinquency charges and other charges for water and other services furnished 
or supplied by it including penalties for violations of such regulations as the 
Commission may promulgate under this chapter. The fees, rates, rents, 
assessments and other charges established by the Prudential Committee shall 
be so fixed and adjusted so as to provide revenues at least sufficient to pay 
the current expenses of the Commission, to pay the principal and interest of 
indebtedness issued by the Commission, to create and maintain reasonable 
reserves, to provide funds for paying the cost of all necessary repairs, 
replacements and renewals of the water works system and to pay for any 
amounts which the Commission may be obligated to pay by law or contract. 

(b) sha11 appoint, employ and detennine the compensation, duties and conditions 
of employment of a Water Superintendent and other employees as the 
Prudential Committee shall deem necessary. The Water Superintendent shall 
be the executive officer of the Water Department and shall administer and 
direct its affairs as authorized or approved by the Prudential Committee. 

(c) may from time to time hire, transfer or otherwise appoint or employ special 
legal counsel, financial advisors and such other experts, engineers, agents, 
accountants, clerks, and other consultants and employees as it deems 
necessary and determine their duties. 

(d) shall maintain an office at such place or places as it may determine; 

(e) may apply for, receive, accept, administer, expend and comply with the 
conditions of any grant, gift, loan, donation or appropriation of any property 
or money in aid of the purposes of the Commission 

(f) may acquire by purchase, ]ease, lease-purchase, or other options for the 
acquisition of, any water or water rights and any other property, real or 
personal in the exercise of its powers and the performance of its duties; 

(g) may enter onto any land to make surveys, borings, soundings and 
examinations thereon, provided that the Prudential Committee shall make 
reimbursements for any injury or actual damage resulting to such lands and 
premises caused by any act of its authorized agents or employees; 

(Ii) may acquire by eminent domain any interest in real property within the 
District in accordance with the provisions provided by law; 

(i) may purchase water in bulk or by volume or to sell water to any person, 
private or public when necessary or convenient for the safo and reliable 
operation of the water works system; 

(j) may make contracts and to execute and deliver all instruments necessary or 
convenient for carrying out any of its purposes including entering into 
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agreements with other cities, towns or commissions to provide for the joint 
operation of public activities. 

ARTICLE VI CLERK OF THE DISTRICT: 

Section 1 The Clerk, in addition to the duties of this office as required by law and as prescribed 
by the Prudential Committee, shall keep on file at the District Office all reports, 
certificates and inventories submitted to the District by any officer or committee 
thereof, which record shall be open at all reasonable times to the inhabitants of the 
District qualified to vote in District affairs. 

ARTICLE VU TREASURER OF THE DISTRICT: 

Section I The Treasurer shall be appointed by the Prudential Committee and shall be a resident 
of the District. The Treasurer shall be knowledgeable in the area of finance and be 
required to give bond in such a sum as the Prudential Committee may require, with 
sureties to their satisfaction, for the faithful performance of the duties of U1e office. 
The Treasurer shall receive and take charge of all sums of money belonging to the 
District, and pay over and account for the same according to its order, or to the order 
of the Prudential Committee. The Treasurer shall keep a regular account of all monies 
received and expended by the Treasurtr and will make monthly reports to the 
Prudential Committee of funds availuble, expenditures to date, and monies remaining 
in areas of concern. The Treasurer shall also submit a detailed report at the Annual 
Meeting wid at such other times as the District by vote may require. The Treasurer 
shall retain and employ the services of a bookkeeper or accountant who has been 
confirmed by the Prudential Committee to provide these services for the District. 

ARTICLE VIII PRUDENTIAL COM.l\IUTfEE: 

Section l The Prudential Committee shall act as the Board of Fire Commissioners and the 
Board of "'ater Commissioners and shall ex.ercise all powers and duties conferred by 
these By-Laws or by state or federal statute and to do all things necessary, convenient 
or desirable for carrying out the purpose of providing for fire protection, water 
supply, and other purposes. They shall carry identification of their office furnished 
by and shall remain the property of the District. 

Section 2 The Prudential Committee shall expend for the purposes prescribed by the District 
money so raised or borrowed. They shall have jurisdiction and control of all District 
property, real and personal, not otherwise designated. 

Section 3 The Prudential Committee shall direct th~ Treasurer of the District to borrow money 
as authorized at a District Meeting; the members of the Prudential Committee shall 
sign al1 District Bonds. 

Section 4 The Prudential Committee shall recommend all expenditures for the operation of the 
Fire Department and Water Department to the Finance Committee. 
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Section 5 The PrudentiaJ Committee will review and approve the rules and regulations and 
operations of the Fire Department and the Water Department before they are 
published. The Prudential Committee shall have final authority in disputes between 
members of the Fire Department and the Fire Chief; or between the Water 
Superintendent and employees of the Water Department. 

Section 6 The Prudential Committee shall appoint the members to the District Finance 
Committee. 

Section 7 The Prudential Committee shall retain the services of an attorney who shall serve as 
District Counsel and shall be appointed annually. 

Section 8 The Prudential Committee will keep minutes of all meetings in writing and will 
submit these minutes to the Clerk of the District for filing. 

ARTICLE IX BY-LAWS COMMITTEE: 

Section 1 A standing By-Laws Committee of the District, consisting of seven (7) members, 
appointed by the Prudential Cammi ttee for a term of one (I) year will review the 
current By-Laws of the District at least annually to establish nny necessary additions 
and deletions. 

ARTICLEX AMENDMENTS TO BY-LAWS: 

Section 1 These By-Laws may be revised, amended or repealed by warrant at nny annual 
meeting or at a special meeting called for the purpose, by a two-thirds vote of those 
present and voting and will become effective ninety (90) days from date of approval 
unless it is declared to be an emergency nature and should be effective immediately 
or earlier than ninety (90) days. 

Section 2 The elected Treasurer shall serve to the expiration of their term of office with all 
authority granted by the vote of the District. 

Section 3 The elected Board of Water Commissioners shall serve to the expiratfon of their term 
of office as advisors to the Prudential Committee concerning all Water Departmenl 
matters. 

ARTICLE XI BY-LAWS 

Section 1 These By-Laws when approved by the District, supersede all By-Laws already in 
existence. 
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From: Tassinari, Michelle (SEC) [ mailto:mjchetle.tassjnarj@sec.state.ma.us] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 09, 2015 2:30 PM 
To: Three Rivers 
Cc: Murray, Rebecca (SEC) 
Subject: RE: FW: Three Rivers Fire District Election Practices 

Good Afternoon Sara-

I am writing to follow-up on our previous conversation regarding the "election" of the Three Rivers Fire District in May. 
It was reported lo us (and confirmed by at least one candidate} that blank absentee ballots were provided to candidates 
for distribution to voters, absentee voters were not required to complete applications prior to receiving ballots and that 
ballots were being distributed by the candidates up until the night before the "election." These allegations raise serious 
concerns about the conduct of the "election" and may raise Issues of potential violations of criminal statutes relative to 
elections. 

The Secretary of the Commonwealth possesses the authority to investigate complaints and order local election officials 
to comply with the law in appropriate cases. See G. L c. 56, § 60 (2014 ed.): see also 950 C.M.R. § 56.02 (defining 
complaint pursuant to G. L. c. 56, § 60). Any person may complain to the Secretary that a pattern of conduct, or a 
standard, practice or procedure, of a local official is contrary to election laws. Also, the Secretary's Office may initiate a 
complaint. 950 C.M.R. § 56.02. The Secretary does not have the authority to invalidate an election or order a new 
election-that authority Is limited to the courts-and even if a violation is confirmed, the Secretary's authority is limited 
to ordering compliance moving forward. The first determination that must be made, however, Is under what authority 
and provisions the "election" of the District officers is made. 

Since our last conversation, I've reviewed Chapter 325 of the Acts of 1943 to which you referred me (which is copied 
below). As we previously discussed, we must determine the process by which the Three Rivers Fire District "elects" the 
officers-the prudential committee and clerk. Based on what we've researched thus far, it appears that the authority of 
the election of the prudential committee is at a district meeting and not at an election under the state election laws. 

Under the provisions of General Laws chapter 41, section 113, a district may vote that official ballots are used for their 
elections. Ir that vote occurs, which must be done at an annual or special meeting, the district must follow the 
provisions of the state election laws. This would lndude the general laws relative to ballot access (submission of 
nomination papers for certification and filing certified papers), printing and distribution of ballots, including absentee 
ballots, and voting. 

However, the District has been unable to confinn that a vote to use official ballots has taken place. As such, it appears 
that the election of the prudential committee is limited to at the District meeting. 

I have been provided with a copy of the District by-laws, which ft is my understanding were enacted in 2013. While 
section 1 of Article II slates that the elections shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of the general laws 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts governing elections, there are inconsistencies within the remaining provisions 
of the by-laws. 

First, in that same section of Artide II (which is titled WMeetings·), it specifically states that the election of officers of 
the district shall be held at the annual meeting or any special meeting called for the purpose of filling an elected 
vacancy. 

Additionally, in section 6 of Article I, It states that candidates aspiring for election office within the District shall file 
nomination papers, available from the district derk, no later than 30 days prior to the election. This is inconsistent with 
the state election laws, which require certified nomination papers be filed with the district clerk at least 35 days before 
the election (General Laws chapter 53, section 1 O and General Laws chapter 41, section 115). 

Finally, I have confirmed with the Attorney General's office that enactment of a by-law cannot apply the state election 
law where a specific provision of law already dictates its application. 

As outlined above, it does not appear that the District had the authority to conduct an "election" In the manner in which 
occurred in May. As the application of the state election laws was not valid, the complaint does not fall within the 
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authority of General Laws chapter 56, section 60 for investigation by this Office. Even though this Office may not have 
authority to order the District to follow the election laws or take further action relative to the ·election" of District 
officers, we would recommend aeating a transparent process moving forward. 

It is my understanding that the District will be re-convening a by-law review committee to make recommendations for 
new by-laws that will set a more detailed process for uelecting" officers at the district meetings. The District could also 
request legislation to create a specific process for the election of district officers. This would require a district vote to 
submit a request for special legislation. Through this process, the District could apply provisions of the election laws 
and could seek to have a "re-do" of the election from last May, which raised serious concerns about transparency and 
the validity of the elected officers. We are happy to review any proposed by-laws or legislation for conformity with the 
election laws or for best practices. 

Please conflnn that the District has not voted al a District meeting to use official ballots. Additionally, please provide 
this Office with an update as to what actions the District intends to take to clarify the "election· process moving forward 
since the by-laws for the "election" of members are not valid. 

I look forward to your response within 14 business days. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Michelle K. Tassinari 
Director and Legal Counsel, Elections Division 
Office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth 
One Ashburton Place, Room 1705 
Boston, MA 02108 
617-727-2828 
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STEPHEN R. CHIACCHIA, CPA 
358 SPRINGFIELD STREET 

PALMER, MASSACHUSETTS 01069 
413-283-7671 

(FAX)-283-4088 

Raymond Domey, Chairman 
Three Rivers Fire District 
SO Springfield Street 
Three Rivers, MA 01080 

Re : Voting Records 

Dear Mr. Domey : 

December 9, 2015 

Under the Freedom of Information Act, I respectfully 
request copies of and access to the voting records / including, 
but not limited to, street li.sts, voting l.ists and absentee 
ballots of the annual election that took place last May 2015 
when residents voted for Prudential Committee Member and Clerk. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Stephen R . Chiacchia 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Public Records Division 

Shawn A. Williams 
Supervisor of &mris 

Ms. Carolyn Scott-Howe, Esq. 
53 Empire, Suite G 
Chicopee, MA 01013 

Dear Attorney Scott-Howe: 

January 13, 2016 
SPR15/941 

I have received the petition of Stephen Chiacchia appealing the nonresponse of the Three 
Rivers Fire Department (Department) to a request for public records. G. L. c. 66 § 1 O(b ); see 
also 950 C.M.R. 32.08(2). Specifically, Mr. Chiacchia requested a copy of the voting records, 
voting lists, street lists, absentee ballots of the May 2015 annual election where the voters voted 
for a particular committee member. Despite our letter to the Department dated December 29, 
2015 acknowledging the opening of this appeal, as well as a follow-up conversation with a 
member of my staff and a January 6, 2016 email memorializing that conversation, no response 
was provided. 

The Public Records Law strongly favors disclosure by creating a presumption that all 
governmental records are public records. G. L. c. 66, § lO(c); 950 C.M.R. 32.08(4). "Public 
records" is broadly defined to include all documentary materials or data, regardless of physical 
form or characteristics, made or received by any officer or employee of any tov.n of the 
Commonwealth, unless falling within a statutory exemption. G. L. c. 4, § 7(26). 

It is the burden of the records custodian to demonstrate the application of an exemption in 
order to withhold a requested record. G. L. c. 66, § lO(c); see also District Attomev for the 
Norfolk Dist. v. Flatlev, 419 Mass. 507, 511 (1995) (custodian has the burden of establishing the 
applicability of an exemption). 

I find the Department has failed to respond to a request for public records. Accordingly, 
the Department is hereby ordered, \Vi thin ten ( 10) days of this order, to provide Mr. Chlacchia 
with a response to the request, provided in a manner consistent with this order, the Public 
Records Law and its Regulations. If the Department maintains that any portion of the responsive 
records are exempt from disclosure it must, within ten (10) days provide to Mr. Chiacchia a 
written explanation, with specificiry, how a particular exemption applies to each record. To meet 
the specificity requirement a custodian must not only cite an exemption, but must also state why 
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the exemption applies to the withheld or redacted portion of the responsive record. A copy of 
any such response must be provided to this office. It is preferable to send an electronic copy of 
this response to this office at pre@sec.state.ma.us. 

If there are any fees associated with this response a written, good faith estimate must he 
provided. G. L. c. 66, § IO(a); see also 950 C.M.R. 32.06(2) (where cost of complying \vith a 
request for public records is expected to exceed ten dollars ($10.00), custodian of records shall 
provide written good faith estimate). Once 1he fees are paid, you must provide the responsive 
records. 

To assist the Department in responding to requests for public records I have enclosed a 
copy of our publication, A Guide to the Massachusetts Public Records Lcn-11. This document is 
also available on the Internet, free of charge, at http://www.sec.state.rna.us/pre/prepdf/guide.pdf. 
Attorneys on my staff are available during regular business hours to answer general questions 
regarding the Public Records Law. In addition, members of my staff will visit a records 
custodian in person to conduct training workshops on the Public Records Law upon request. 
Please contact my ·office directly at the telephone number provided in this determination for 
further information. 

cc: Mr. Stephen Chiacchia 
Three Rivers Fire Department 


